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THANK YOU!

We would like to thank Residents for having confidence in
WERRA and voting for our candidates at the recent Borough
Election.
All six candidates were successful.
Your newly elected Councillors are (L to R)
West Ewell: Clive Smitheram, Jean Steer MBE and Barry Nash.
Ruxley: Alan Sursham, Jan Mason and Keith Partridge.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THEM ALL.
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Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of Court Wards.
Through her, you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of the County e.g roads, road
maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about what is happening in West Ewell and
Ruxley through our four monthly newsletter, which is distributed free of charge to every residence in each ward.
Jan Mason also represents the Borough as Chairman of Ruxley Police Panel.
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTE

A warm welcome to this WERRA newsletter. I hope
you enjoy reading it.
My name is Hugh Ricketts and I have been elected
chairman of your residents association for this year.
I have lived in the area since 1977, and used to work
in exporting and in adult education. I also served on
school governing bodies at Epsom and Ewell High
School and Danetree. I am interested in transport,
leisure, football, walking and gardening.
As Keith Partridge has been elected to the council, he is no longer eligible to serve as
chairman, and, on behalf of the committee, I would like to thank him for his outstanding
contribution to WERRA.
On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank you for your support at the May local
elections for Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. We held on to all three of our West Ewell
seats. Clive Smitheram and Jean Steer were re-elected while Barry Nash is our new
councillor. We also gained two seats in Ruxley ward, where our new councillors are Keith
Partridge and Alan Sursham, who join Jan Mason, who was re-elected.
In the Epsom and Ewell parliamentary constituency at the 2015 election, the Liberal
Democrat vote was down by 18%, and this decline was reflected in the West Ewell
borough poll, where there was only one Liberal Democrat candidate and the RA vote
increased substantially. In Ruxley, we worked hard to unseat two Conservative councillors
who had run a very active campaign. This success is a reflection of our uniquely
independent approach to local government and the esteem in which the electorate holds us.
As you will be familiar with our longer serving councillors, I would like to introduce you
briefly to our three new councillors. Keith Partridge, our previous chairman, has
experience as a procurement manager and lives in Clarendon Park. Alan Sursham runs a
motor engineering business and lives in Ruxley ward. Barry Nash, also an experienced
businessman, works with young people and lives in Ewell. All three are approachable and
committed to representing you, the residents.
Best wishes,
Hugh Ricketts
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YOUR WEST EWELL COUNCILLORS
Barry Nash

Clive Smitheram

Jean Steer

BARRY NASH
Having started his working life in the Royal Marines, Barry moved to the Surrey area in
1982 and has lived in Epsom and Ewell since 1994. Barry has previously worked in
mobile telecoms, before moving into education and charity work currently supporting
disengaged teenagers. Married to Kim with two children, Barry’s main concerns are
ensuring good health provision and feeling safe in the ward, as well as protecting the
parks and open spaces.
I am very pleased to be representing West Ewell Ward, as an Epsom and Ewell Borough
Councillor. Thank you for your support.
At the first group RA meeting at the town hall, I was elected as Vice Chairman of the
Leisure Committee and will be supporting Jan Mason and the other elected committee
members
I nominated myself for the role based upon my previous experiences and I feel confident
that I can 'add-value' by supporting the development of the leisure services within Epsom
& Ewell and would like to highlight some of my experiences:
• Previously spent several years working for Kingston Leisure, starting as a Recreation
Supervisor at Tolworth Recreation Centre, before moving onto the role of Promotions
Manager at the Kingfisher Leisure Pool. At the Kingfisher, I was supporting both sporting
and leisure events and I understand the importance of community leisure programmes.
• Have always been active in sport and recreation and enjoy all sporting activities and
believe leisure plays a vital role in our daily lives, regardless of age or gender.
• Continue to pursue my particular sporting interests and play tennis at Ewell tennis club
and I also represent my ‘birth county’ Sussex in the national men's vets tennis 55-60 age
group
If you have any particular thoughts or ideas about the sporting and leisure opportunities
within the borough, please let me know.
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Alan Sursham
MOTOR VEHICLE TECHNICIAN
Registered Office: 1 Orchard Close, West Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 9NS

!

Your local

MOT TESTER AND SERVICE REPAIRER
Interim Service - £85
Full Service - £145 (Parts and Labour included)
(Cars up to 2000 cc)
QUOTES FOR CARS OVER 2000 cc - PLEASE PHONE

ALL CARS COLLECTED AND DELIVERED
(LOCAL AREAS)

Diagnostics
Brakes
Clutches
Bodywork
Welding etc
Labour Rate £47.50 per hour

Telephone:

Office - 020 8397 8654,
Garage - 07784 716567 (For instant attention)
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CLIVE SMITHERAM
I take this opportunity to thank you, the residents of West Ewell, for re-electing me as your
ward Borough councillor for a further 4 years along with my colleagues Jean Steer and
Barry Nash. We will do all we possibly can to represent and assist in matters pertaining to
local concerns sometimes referring you to those of us best able to deal with your problem.
My professional careers and previous experience on the council have provided me with a
knowledge of regulatory matters and I intend to use this experience by continuing to be a
member of the Planning committee, sitting on the Licensing & Policy planning committee
and as chairman of the Audit, Crime & Disorder & Scrutiny committee . I also represent
the Borough on the Local Committee which brings us together with County Council
representatives, where matters such as highways are discussed.
I look forward to serving you and if you have any concerns please do contact me.

JEAN STEER
Many thanks to all who voted for me in the recent Borough election. I am delighted to have
been re-elected. My responsibilities as a serving borough councillor are listed below:
• Social Committee Chairman: Responsible for;Housing, Social Centres, Route Call,
Health and Wellbeing, Grants to Voluntary organisations, pest Control, food hygiene and
cemeteries.
• Health Liaison Panel: Responsible for reporting on changes to the Hospital and St.
Helier Trust, G.P’s surgeries , etc., arranging presentations by officers from the Trust and
reporting to the Social Committee.
• Licensing Hearing Panel: Responsible for hearing Appeals for licensing of drinking
establishments and licensed Taxi drivers Three members out of 13 Councillors are
appointed to sit on a Hearing when necessary.
• Financial Policy Panel (FPP):Responsible for financing and budgets of the borough
Council and reporting to Strategy & Resources Committee.
• Human Resources Panel: Responsible for all issues and policies relating to staff.
• Training Grounds Management Board (TGMB): This is an outside body responsible
for the Training industry on Epsom downs and I am a Council representative.
• Age Concern Epsom & Ewell: Councillor representative on the Board of Trustees.
Clive, Barry and I will continue to deal with ward issues when reported to us and work
as a team for the benefit of our Ward.
*****************

Visit our Website to keep up to date with local information

www.werra-uk.org.uk
and
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YOUR RUXLEY COUNCILLORS

Jan Mason

Keith Partridge

Alan Sursham

Jan Mason
I would like to thank everyone who helped in our election campaign. The hard work paid
off, and Ruxley Ward now has three RA councillors, who will work hard for all our
residents. Thank you for your votes, which resulted in me being re-elected and Keith
Partridge and Alan Sursham being elected for the first time. I look forward to working
with them
My committee responsibilities for 2015 are:
Chairman
Leisure Committee,
Member Planning Committee, Financial Policy Panel, Epsom and Walton Downs
Conservators, Surrey Countryside Management Board and the Hospital Cluster Group.
Keith Partridge
Keith has lived in Ruxley for the past 14 years and has been actively involved in WERRA
for a number of years. Formerly an independent spend consultant, Keith canvassed on
the basis that he would ensure that Borough Council budgets were spent wisely, with
best value in mind. Furthermore, Keith stated prior to the local elections that he was
keen to maintain the open green spaces and to further improve and tidy-up the
appearance of the local town centres.
Since being elected last month, Keith was nominated for the Strategy & Resources Group
Committee and the Environment Group Committee. Both of these allay themselves to
what Keith canvassed for, in the run-up to the local elections. Additionally, Keith was
invited to sit on the Financial Policy Panel and he will also provide EEBC Councillor
representation to an external body, the Epsom & Ewell Town-Twinning Association.
Keith had stood as a Residents Association candidate in the local elections, simply because
he felt that it was time to give something back to the special area that Epsom and Ewell is.
Alan Sursham
I am very honoured to be elected as your representative for Ruxley Ward and having
lived in the Borough all my life is an opportunity for me to be involved in providing
support to the community.
I am a member of the Social committee and have a particular interest in the needs and
rights of people with disabilities across all diversities.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss any matter.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
The WERRA Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on 3 June
and although there had to be a late change of venue it was well
attended. I hope those people who wanted to come were able to do
so.
The accounts had already been presented and approved at an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) on 2 April Copies are available to
members should you wish to see them. Our thanks to our Independent
Examiner, David Ryland.
The AGM had to be held after the election as Keith Partridge and Alan
Sursham, members of our committee, were RA candidates themselves and it wasn’t until 8
May that we knew they had been elected as Ruxley Ward Councillors. All Councillors
become ex-officio members of WERRA and report to/attend WERRA meetings when they
can.
The new Councillors were required to attend compulsory training on Borough Finance on
the AGM evening along with Cllrs Jan Mason and Jean Steer as Committee Chairs so Cllr
Clive Smitheram gave details of the Borough Council committees to which they had all
been appointed, making good use of their skills and life experiences.
We intend to have an ‘Open Meeting’ for all residents on 7 October at the High School so
you can meet the new Councillors then and find out how they are getting on.
Success at the borough election meant a vacancy of Chair of WERRA. Hugh Ricketts is
now the new Chair with John Moffatt as Vice Chair. Jan Partridge and myself were reelected as Treasurer and Secretary. Tony Foster is a new committee member for Ruxley
Ward.
There are 4 vacancies for committee membership. Please contact me if you would like to
know more about this - it important that the Association Officers and committee members
reflect the members of our community.
Our election success could not have been achieved without the work done by our road
stewards. We will be expressing our thanks at a Tea Party for them on 11 July.
Meetings continue to be held on the first Wednesday of the month excluding August but,
apart from holiday times, WERRA Officers and Councillors are available by phone, e-mail
or in writing (details are on the revised contact list on the inside front page).
We invite you to join WERRA, if you are not already a member. Forms can be found on
Pages 17 and 18 of this newsletter with details of how to pay. Please let us know if you
would prefer someone to call and collect your subscription. The suggested annual payment
is a minimum of £2 per household.
With best wishes for the summer.
Gill Smitheram WERRA Sec
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BOROUGH
NEW MAYOR OF EPSOM AND EWELL
Your councillors were in attendance at this year’s mayor making ceremony (known
officially as the annual meeting of the council) on 23 May. At this event the new
mayor is elected and councillors are elected to various appointments and committees.
The new mayor is Cllr Chris Frost of Nonsuch Residents’ Association. Chris was raised
in Highbury and after graduating in Chemistry at City University he joined BP. He has
been associated with Residents’ Associations since 1990 and was elected as a councillor
in 1997.As Mayor, Chris has decided to raise funds for the local branches of Age
Concern and Riding for the Disabled. He has also developed a new branch of the Surrey
wide charity the Community Foundation for Surrey.
More information can be found on the Epsom and Ewell Borough Council and the
Mayor’s charities websites.

OYSTER CARDS
We would like to remind those who hold Oyster cards that, from September, they
should be able to use them at Epsom Station.
Time will tell how this will affect both Epsom and Ewell but one
advantage for West Ewell commuters will be the ability to
continue their journey to Epsom without having to buy an
additional ticket or risk paying a fine. Epsom shops and
restaurants could benefit from this, as more people extend their
journey.
Chris Grayling MP is still aiming for Epsom to fall within Zone
6. He has, however been told that there is unlikely to be a decision on the Zoning of
Epsom Station until at least 2018, so, whilst it will be convenient to be able to use the
Oyster card, there is no immediate prospect of fares being reduced.
RUXLEY
Gatley Avenue Playground Extension
There has been a slight holdup, but it is hoped that work will start in the Autumn.
Pemberley Chase Playground
Work to install a new piece of equipment is expected to take place shortly.
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Green Lanes

WEST EWELL

I am delighted that work has been done on the banks and
slopes of the green area along Green Lanes. Also, the trees
have had a 3-yearly inspection and pruning has been carried
out, where appropriate.
I have established that the bed of the stream is the
responsibility of Surrey County Council and I am pursuing
them for the clearance of the overgrown vegetation and trees
and bushes that are growing in the bed. However, the stream
continues to flow into the Hogsmill River, without obstruction.
If I see litter and graffiti as I go around the area, I do arrange for it to be removed. I am, of
course, always pleased to deal with any local litter and graffiti issues, if they are reported to
me.
New Supermarket
Residents will have noticed the new supermarket in the Green Lanes Parade. I hope
residents will not be put to any trouble with noise and litter along this parade. I have to
remind residents that this parade is privately owned and is not therefore the Council’s
responsibility. Nevertheless, we need to ensure that the area is kept clean and rubbish free.
It would help if people did not drop litter, but use the bin provided outside the shop.
467 Bus
The timetable for the 467 bus has some changes to improve reliability.The times will be
posted on the bus stop’s Information panel.
Cllr Jean Steer 0208 393 6851
WEST EWELL LADIES GROUP
If you fancy doing something different each week and meeting new people then why not
join us? We are a group of ladies who meet every Thursday evening at 8pm at the All
Saints Community Centre in Fulford Road, West Ewell.
Our packed programme is full of excellent speakers as well as quiz and fun activity
evenings and planned outings. Our 2015/16 programme starts on Thursday 10 September
2015 and we look forward to welcoming new members to our friendly group. You are most
welcome to come along as a visitor before becoming a member. Why not bring a friend
with you? For further details please contact Dorah May Hancock email
dorahmayhancock@ntlworld.com Phone 0208 393 1270 Mob 0770 306 1470.
REV IAN WHITHAM
The Vicar of All Saints Church, West Ewell, Rev Ian Whitham is moving to Hampshire in
July after ten years at All Saints. During that time Ian was Chaplain to two ward Mayors,
Cllr Jean Steer and, most recently, Cllr Clive Smitheram who both wish him well in his
new parish.
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WHAT’S ON LOCALLY
WEBBER WEDNESDAYS
(in the Webber Hall, adjacent to All Saints Church, West Ewell)
On the Third Wednesday of the month
Getting Crafty
15 July & 16 September
2.30pm - 4.30pm & 7.30pm - 9.30pm
An opportunity to get together with neighbours & friends and share an
interest in crafty things!
Contact Sheila on 020 8394 2209 for further information.
On 29 July, 12 August & 26 August
11am - 3pm
Why not bring a picnic lunch! (Weather permitting)

TEA AND CAKE
and an opportunity to buy
Books, Puzzles, Bric a Brac etc
Monthly Mini sales will resume on the last Wednesday in the month
On September 30th 2.30-4.30pm
Contact Gill on 020 82249226 for further information
BOROUGH FUNDAY AT HOOK ROAD ARENA
SUNDAY 20 SEPTEMBER, 11.30AM-4PM
Organised by Epsom & Ewell Rotary Clubs
Entry by programme £2 in advance, £4 on the gate
Children under 12 free, Car parking £2

*******************
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT COFFEE MORNING
FRIDAY 25 SEPTEMBER
@ All Saints Church, West Ewell 9.30am - 12noon

Further information about all of the above, and more, is on our
Facebook page.
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DANETREE SCHOOL
Surrey County Councils proposal for Danetree Junior School,
West Ewell Infant & Nursery and Ewell Grove Infant &
Nursery Schools to become all-through primary schools for
pupils from 4 to 11 years of age have now reached the
consultation stage. These proposal had previously been
reported in our newsletter
Concern has been expressed by residents in and around Danetree
School on the impact of Surrey County Council’s proposal to have a first reception intake
of 90 pupils in September 2016. This will rise to 120 in 2017/18 thus creating a ‘through
school’.
Additional school places are much needed in the borough, Whilst considering the
possibility of developing Danetree and other local school sites, to provide extra permanent
accommodation, the impact of increased traffic on local roads as a result does need to be
recognised and addressed. A consultation period for all concerned (parents, teachers, local
residents etc) will run from 15 June to 10 July, after which a decision will be made as to
whether these changes will be implemented.
Residents can respond to the consultation:• either on the Surrey County Council website www.surreysays.co.uk
• By completing the form attached to the document Consultation on Primary Reorganisation in Ewell 2015 and e-mailing it to schoolorg@surreycc.gov.uk
• Or completing a written consultation response form and handing it in to the school.
(Copies are available from WERRA Sec).
****************
FUTURE WERRA COMMITTEE MEETINGS
All meetings take place on the 1st Wednesday of the month (except August)
starting at 7.30pm and ending by 9.30pm.
If you would like to attend a committee meeting then please contact the Secretary.
1 July

2 September
7 October

Webber Hall
(the small building in the grounds of All Saints Church,Church Road,
West Ewell
Webber Hall
6th Form Common Room, Epsom and Ewell High School (the last
building when you turn left on entering the school gates).

This is an open meeting and all residents are welcome.
4 November
2 December

Webber Hall
6th Form Common Room, EEHS
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FROM THE EDITOR
As you know, we normally issue three newsletters each year.
However, because of the election we were unable to produce
the Spring issue at the usual time. As our Chairman and
another committee member were elected as councillors in the
Borough Election, and were therefore, no longer eligible to
serve on the WERRA Committee, it made sense to wait until
we could announce our new Chairman and committee
members, after the AGM.
Because of the delay, we have decided that, for this year only, there will be only two
newsletters; this one and another in November.
I would like to suggest that those of you who have access to a computer might keep up
to date in the meantime, by looking at our website (www.werra-uk.org.uk), where you
will also find copies of our newsletters in full colour, and our Facebook page.
If you don’t have your own computer, you can access one at your local library.
Sheila Martin

WERRA’s DIAMOND JUBILEE
West Ewell and Ruxley Residents’ Association (WERRA)
began in 1956, so that the people of West Ewell could have an
independent voice within the Borough of Epsom and Ewell.
This means that in 2016 your Residents Association will be
celebrating 60 years since its formation. We would like to make
2016 a very special year.
Have you lived in West Ewell for that length of time? If so, the
Editor or Secretary would love to know as part of the planning
for our anniversary celebrations.
We already have a collection of old photos and memorabilia, which was collected for the
50th Anniversary, but there is plenty of room for more. We are mulling over ideas for the
celebrations. Maybe some of you have suggestions for us to consider.
Please put on your thinking caps and see how you can help.
SKILL

MEMORIES

OS
PHOT

S

MAP
S

AS

IDE
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
FULFORD ROAD, WEST EWELL, SURREY, KT19 9QZ

OUR TWO HALLS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Anniversary Celebrations.
Meetings etc.
For further information and details contact:Hall Manager - Peter Turner, Tel 020 8393 2723

Please support our advertisers.
Let them know you saw their advert in this newsletter.
If you would like to advertise (to more than 5000 households)
Contact: Sheila Martin (0208 224 8872) or Gill Smitheram (0208 224 9226).

Full Page-£120, Half Page-£60, Qtr Page-£40,Small Ad-£20
(Special Rates for Block Bookings)

Printed by Print Centre(Epsom) Ltd, 5 West Street, KT18 7RL Tel: 01372 740113
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thank you to those who have already paid their 2015 subscription.
To pay your subscription for 2015, the forms below or overleaf may be used.
Alternatively payment can be made to any of those listed on Page 2.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WERRA SUBSCRIPTION 2015
NAME (BLOCK CAPS) ………………………………………..…….................

Address………………………………….……………………….......................
Postcode…………...Tel No …………….....……Email ………..............................
I enclose the sum of £……… (minimum £2 per household)
(Please make cheques payable to WERRA)
Signed………………………................…….Date……………………
Please return this form to: Jan Partridge, 12 McKenzie Way, KT19 7ND
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MOT’S SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR
CARS, VANS, MINIBUSES AND MOTOR HOMES

10% Discount
on production of this advert
for any new customers

020 8394 2847
www.elmwoodvehicles.co.uk

278 Kingston Road
Ewell, Epsom, KT19 0SH
!

(at rear of Jet Petrol Station)

Standing Order for WERRA Subscription

(Please complete this section in full and post it to your Bank)

To……………………………...Bank/Building Society
Address……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………....................................................................
Please pay to Barclays Bank plc, 64 High Street, Ewell, KT17 1RN
For the account of WERRA. A/C No 73725537 Sort Code 20-29-90
The sum of £………. (words)………………………….......................................
commencing …………………and thereafter,
every……2 January……. until ……………………….or until further notice.
Signed………………………
Name of a/c holder (in caps)………………………………………....................
Address……………………………………………………………......................
No of a/c to be debited ………………..........Sort code …………. ...................
Reference (name and 1st line of address )
……………………………………………..............................................................
……………………………………………………………………........................
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Alan Greenwood & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com
A Personal and Caring 24hr Service
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes
Hearses and Limousines
Very competitive charges
Home visit arrangements
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Memorials and Monumental Masonry

425 Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey. KT19 0BT.
Tel: 020 8786 7476
83 High Street, Ewell Village, Surrey. KT171RX
Tel: 020 8393 0197

Sunday Worship
10.30am
Sunday evening prayer meetings
6.30pm
Lansdowne Rd. West Ewell, KT19 9QJ
tel: 020 8394 0659 email: contact@weec.org.uk

www.weec.org.uk
!

Activities for Children and Young People
Phone or email for details

Young People (11 years to teens)
“M8s”: Alternate Wednesdays 6.30pm

Children
KidZone: Sunday Mornings 10.30am
KidZone Games Club: Alternate Wednesdays
3.30pm
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