Spring Newsletter 2013

WERRA Annual General Meeting
Wednesday March 6th at 7.30pm
Epsom and Ewell High School (6th form block)
Agenda
Apologies for absence
Approval of Minutes of AGM held 20th April 2012
Treasurers Report
Appointment of Independent Examiner
Chairman’s Report
Election of officers (for 1 year)
Election of Committee members (for 3 years)
Planning over the year
Reports from Councillors
Question and Answers
Any other business
All Residents are welcome

WERRA COMMITTEE
President: Gordon Couper
Chairman
020 8393 2630

John Moffatt

117 Meadowview Road, KT19 9TT
chair.werra@gmail.com

Vice Chairman
020 8397 8654

Alan Sursham

1 Orchard Close, KT19 9NS

Secretary
020 8224 9226

Gill Smitheram

63 Heatherside Road, KT19 9QS
gill.smitheram@ntlworld.com

Treasurer

Jan Partridge

12 Mckenzie Way, KT19 7ND
kop@onetel.com

Editor
020 8224 8872

Sheila Martin MBE

31 Chesterfield Road, KT19 9QR
smm.mac@mac.com

WARD COUNCILLORS
WEST EWELL

RUXLEY

Jean Steer
020 8393 6851

3 Green Lanes, KT19 9TW
jsteer@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Clive Smitheram
020 8224 9226

63 Heatherside Road, KT19 9QS
csmitheram@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Lucie Dallen
01372 732791

77 Hazon Way, KT19 8HG
LDallen@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Jan Mason
020 8397 0234

62 Amis Avenue, KT19 9HU
jmason@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of Court Wards.
Through her, you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of the County e.g roads, road
maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about what is happening in West Ewell and
Ruxley through our four monthly newsletter, which is distributed free of charge to every residence in each
ward. She also represents the Borough as Chairman of Ruxley Police Panel.
West Ewell and Ruxley Residents’ Association (WERRA) began in 1956, so that the people of West Ewell
could have an independent voice within the Borough of Epsom and Ewell.
West Ewell and Ruxley Ward Councillors are four of the twenty six Independent Residents’ Association
Councillors in Epsom and Ewell and form the majority group in the Council Chamber.
We believe that:• local decisions about local issues should be made by local people, who do not have a political party
agenda to fulfil, and are truly independent.
• you, the resident, should be able to tell us what concerns and affects you (and not just at election times).
• national party politics are not suited to addressing the wishes and needs of individuals and communities,
and, as a result, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has a unique place in the political landscape of the
country.
We know that
• your local Residents’ Association and elected Councillors will do their best to advise and represent
everyone
• we can’t promise that you will always get the results you want. Our Borough Council does not have
power over issues managed by Surrey County Council, such as transport, roads and schools, or central
government policies such as housing and building policy. But we can advise, campaign and speak on your
behalf.
Website: We now have a new website address www.werra-uk.org.uk
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTE
Welcome to the Spring edition of the WERRA magazine.
I hope you find the WERRA magazine a useful resource to what is going on and
the work that your councillors are doing in the local area.
We would not be able to produce this magazine as
regularly as we do without the support of our advertisers.
Most have been loyal advertisers for many years and their
support ensures that most of the costs of producing this
magazine for every household in West Ewell and Ruxley
are covered. Please do mention WERRA if you respond to
any of the services advertised in this magazine. If you
have a local business, why not consider placing an advert
in the next issue? Advertising in the magazine is a cost
effective way of reaching over 5000 households across the West Ewell and
Ruxley wards. We offer competitive rates for advertisers and tempting deals for
block bookings. Please contact Sheila Martin for further details.
As it’s now 2013, we are looking to start collecting the annual subscription from
households. We have already received some 2013 subscriptions through our doors
and by standing order. The small brown envelopes that we circulated last summer
were hugely popular and helped to increase membership across both wards. We
will be distributing small envelopes again with the summer edition of the magazine
so you can either wait until then or, if you prefer, use the forms on Pages 17 and 18
to set up a standing order now or deliver the subscription to any of the committee
members or councillors listed on the inside leaf of the front cover. As a voluntary
organisation, we are dependent on your contribution in order to cover our ongoing
running costs. The WERRA annual subscription remains at £2 per household for
2013.
The annual Hogsmill River Duck Race takes place on March 30th, Easter
Saturday, from 12 noon with the first race starting at 2pm. WERRA will be having
an activity gazebo on the Green Lane side of the river and we look forward to
having you visit it.
Race Ducks (£2 each) will be available from 63 Heatherside Road, West Ewell
until Wednesday March 27th so that you have plenty of opportunity to ‘train and
decorate your duck’ prior to the race itself!
Unlike last year, when the river was very low, we’ll be hoping that there will be
sufficient water this year to ensure a fast race (but not on race day itself!)
John Moffatt
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www.autotest.co.uk
be!er products
be!er smiles
be!er miles

be!er all round

242a Ruxley Lane
West Ewell, Epsom
Surrey KT19 9EY

MOT

Bosch accredited service centre in
Ewell for cars and vans – service
at be!er prices.
Be!er service for MOTs, air
condi"oning, tyres, exhausts
or just a check over.

SERVICING

For more informa"on or to
book an appointment call
us or go to our website.
FULL DIAGNOSTICS
www.autotest.co.uk

020 8974 1246
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enquiries@autotest.co.uk

FROM THE SECRETARY
It was good to see some of our newsletter deliverers at the December meeting
which gave the committee and RA Councillors the opportunity to thank them in
person for their invaluable help in keeping all residents informed regularly
through the year about what is happening locally.

The Annual General Meeting of WERRA takes place on Wednesday March
6th at 7.30pm in the 6th form building of Epsom and Ewell High School.

This venue is used for some of our monthly meetings and also as a polling station
for residents of Ruxley ward at election times.
There will be opportunity to hear what has kept the Committee members and RA
Ward and County Councillors busy over the last 12 months as well as electing
officers and new members to the committee.
Meetings over the next 4 months (all starting at 7.30pm).
•
Wednesday 3 April - Webber Hall, Fulford Road, West Ewell.
•
Wednesday 1 May - Webber Hall, West Ewell,
•
Wednesday 5 June - Epsom & Ewell High School.
Anyone is welcome to attend the first 30 minutes of the meeting to raise concerns
with your committee and RA Councillors (subject to availability). Please give the
Secretary a call first so that the date and venue can be confirmed.

The Surrey County Council elections - May 2nd.
The new County Divisions following the 2010 review will be in force
for these elections . There have been additional roads added to the
division which consists of Ruxley &West Ewell Borough wards, and part of Court
Ward including the new homes on Park View. The division also as a new name –
changing from Epsom and Ewell West to West Ewell.
Please vote for your RA Candidate.
Gill Smitheram
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ALAN SURSHAM
(MOTOR VEHICLE TECHNICIAN)
Registered Office: 1 Orchard Close West Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 9NS

Your local

MOT TESTER AND SERVICE REPAIRER

Interim Service - £75
Full Service - £135 (Parts and Labour included)
(Cars up to 2000 cc)
QUOTES FOR CARS OVER 2000 CC - PLEASE PHONE
ALL CARS COLLECTED AND DELIVERED
(LOCAL AREAS)

Diagnostics
Brakes
Clutches
Bodywork
Welding etc.
Labour Rate £37.50 per hour

Telephone:

Office - 020 8397 8654
Garage - 07784 716567 (For instant attention)
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SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL NEWS
Councillor Jan Mason

Scotts Farm Road
Cllr Mason has arranged for two “ Children Crossing” signs to be place either side of the
junction with Gadesden Road. SCC have resurfaced one part of the pathway Posts have
also been installed to prevent cars and trucks being driven on to the green area. The
Saltbin has been moved to opposite side of the road at the junction with Gadesden Road.
Belfield Road
SCC have resurfaced the top end of the road as agreed (to no 36).
Plough Road and beginning of Northcroft Road.
SCC have informed Cllr Mason that these roads will be resurfaced in March.
Fulford Road
Following a meeting with Tree Officer Jeremy Young, Mike Ford Chairman of Tree
Advisory Board, John Benjamin Surrey Highways and a local resident, Cllr. Mason can
confirm that three trees will be planted in Fulford Road. It has been agreed that SCC Cllr
Mason will cover the cost of digging a pit for one tree(a pink flowering cherry tree
“Pandora”), from moneys set aside this year for bulb planting in Ruxley and Tree Planting
in West Ewell. A planting scheme has been drawn up for next few years but no funding
has yet been identified.
Bakers Field
Earlier last year Cllr Mason agreed to fund a goal post for this QEll Playing field. She is
awaiting a date for the goal post to be installed.
Clarendon Park
Following a call from Simon Bailey Chairman of CPRA, Cllr Mason contacted SCC about
non gritting of the bus route on the estate. SCC confirmed that the roads had not been
covered and said that they would make the necessary arrangements.
Watersedge
A night time Visual Audit carried out by the police and Rosebery Housing Association
(RHA), together with Cllr Jan Mason, showed that most of the problems of lights and
litter were the responsibility of RHA.
Cllr Mason has asked Operational Services to
carry out regular litter picks along the Bonesgate and Hogsmill Nature Reserve.
The Edge Youth Centre
SCC have appointed a new youth leader to start at the end of February.
PHAB and Disability Challengers have both accepted Nescot as their new centre
SCC are carrying out a substantial amount of work to install new toilets and changing
rooms etc to accommodate these two groups, plus a new outdoor multi use games area
Cllr Mason has worked hard with SCC and the users of Lintons Lane Centre to offer ‘fit
for purpose’ facilities. The Lintons Centre will be closing in December 2013 and
therefore it was important for another facility to be ready for these two groups.
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‘BOOKS, BAKES AND BRIC A BRAC SALE’
All Saints Church, Webber Hall, Fulford Road,
Saturday April 6th 2.30-4.30pm.
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Proposed BMX and Skateboard Facility
Following consultation with the Leisure Chairman, a funding bid for £50k
was submitted to Surrey County Council’s Community
Improvement Fund for a new bespoke concrete BMX/Skate
facility at the end of Cox Lane.
The bid was successful but reduced to £40k. To compensate for
the reduction in funding, a further bid was submitted to the Local
Committee, who agreed to fund £10k towards the project. Officers have linked the project
to one on the Long Grove Park, and are shortly due to start the tendering process.
The project will be subject to planning permission and possibly drainage permission from
the Environment Agency. Consultations with local residents, Ward Councillors and local
agencies will take place over the next few months.
Assuming all relevant permissions are granted, officers are hoping to start on the site
prior to the summer.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
With people choosing to stay in their homes rather than moving
away, most applications recently have been of a straightforward
domestic nature.
The larger applications which may have an
adverse impact on residents and our environment are dealt within
planning regulations.
It is important to achieve a balance of ‘wish versus impact’ with
these.
The new Ruxley Church development (in Ewell Court ward) is quickly taking shape and
having an impact on the scenery. In the next few months the former Hawkins Garage site
will be developed providing a small supermarket and housing.
Revised plans for the old Hawkins site were submitted. These were considered to be an
improvement on the plans approved in December 2009 and therefore permission was
granted.
Plans for the redevelopment of the Kingfisher Pub were resubmitted showing more space
between neighbouring properties
Please contact any of our ward Councillors if you have any concerns about planning
issues.
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WEST EWELL NEWS

Cllrs Jean Steer, Clive Smitheram and Lucie Dallen
As your three Resident Association Ward Councillors we are happy to hear from you at
any time, for any reason. We are here to represent and serve you all.
Our contact details are on the inside cover of this magazine
The recent cold snap severely tested everyone. The Borough Council has no responsibility
for gritting the public highways. This remains the responsibility of Surrey County
Council. The county do however make requests from our Borough teams to support them
on key pavement areas. The Borough’s core responsibility is to look after Council
properties and venues such as day centres and car parks. This year, to assist SCC, we did
target other areas such as all shopping areas, footpaths around schools, residential homes
(where requested) and side roads, where refuse vehicles had become stuck. Due to the hard
work by both Surrey and Borough employees, main roads and most bus routes were kept
open and our thanks to them for their efforts. It was still an ‘experience’ using the side
roads and pavements though.
Every street in our Ward of West Ewell is visited at least twice a week as we carry out
’Visual Environmental Audits’. This includes Lighting, Street Signage, Graffiti, Litter,
Road Conditions, Verges, Kerbstones and any other matter which impacts on the
community.
Some matters can be dealt with quite quickly e.g graffiti and litter. Problems with road
signs and street furniture take a little longer, particularly if they have to be remade.
Street lighting, a County Council matter, is reported to their call centre and in most cases
is dealt with in a timely manner.
Highway matters are also the responsibility of the county council and cause the most
concern.
Our thanks to RA County Councillor Jan Mason for her efforts in getting four of our most
damaged roads, Scotts Farm Road, Poole Road, Plough Road and Belfield Road on the
current schedule of works to be carried out over the next few months.
Verge and kerb maintenance are also a county council responsibility and the continual
irresponsible driving and parking on them creates swathes of heavily rutted, muddy,
unsightly and dangerous areas. The cost of repairs/replacement and anti parking measures
such as installing posts are a drain on the available highway budget which in turn reduces
the funding to maintain our road surfaces. The visual impact of the damage affects our
living environment and suggests an “I don’t care what my neighbourhood looks like”
attitude by some residents.
Ever increasing vehicle ownership is obviously creating more pressure on available space
for vehicles. We need to devise some way to address this problem and we would be happy
to hear your suggestions.
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Danetree Road School
As Councillors we often have a representation on school governing
boards and as such work closely with the staff of our local schools.
We are very pleased to welcome Mr James Broad, as Head of
Danetree School. Mr Broad is described as ‘bursting with passion,
energy and enthusiasm for Danetree’. He has taught and led in
primary schools in the maintained and independent sector across
Surrey and Kent and joins Danetree with a relentless focus on high
expectation.

COLD CALLING DOORSTEP TRADERS
Drainage Scams in the Epsom area.
On one occasion the trader claimed to be from the Council and offered to fix blocked
drains.
Another time the trader (possibly a different one) got 'his boss' to phone the resident and
then demanded £1000 up front so that they could hire the correct equipment to clear the
drain blockage.As always our advice is to say NO to doorstep traders.
Do not invite them in or offer to buy products at the door as they can be very persuasive!
Try using our No Cold Calling Sticker to deter them and to remind yourself to say NO to
doorstep callers!
Contact Gill Smitheram if you would like a sticker.
SCAMS
Council Tax Refund?
Surrey residents are being targeted by a company telling them that they might be able to
get a refund on their council tax.
Of course in doing this there is financial gain for the company!
Residents can contact their local council to challenge their council tax banding if they
think it might be wrong. The process is simple and completely free and you do not need
to employ anyone to do it for you. However, challenging a banding carries a health
warning as it can be recalculated up as well as down.
The Football Association warns of a "trial scam"
Fraudsters purporting to be licensed agents and football club employees are sending out
letters and spam emails promising trials with various clubs. The FA says that the football
clubs and agents whose names have been used have nothing to do with the scam.
The scam works by promising trials to young players with various clubs and asks for an
advance payment to cover "insurance and travel"
11
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POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER

Kevin Hurley was elected as the Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey in
November.
He has recently expanded on the six promises he made to the
people of Surrey which will form the basis of his Police and
Crime Plan which sets the strategic direction for Surrey Police
and community safety partners. His comments should be of
interest to readers.
Take a Zero Tolerance Policing Approach
I will lead a relentless focus on those who blight our lives:
antisocial louts, violent bullies, burglars and those who deal drugs
to our young people.
More Visible Street Policing
I will use my experience to reduce expenditure on back office
roles and use the ill-gotten gains of criminals to pay for patrol.
Put victims at the Centre of the Criminal Justice System
I will ensure that victims are given a quality service from reporting a crime to giving
evidence. The professionals in the Courts and Police work for you, sometimes they forget.
Give you the opportunity to have a greater say in how your streets are policed.
I will set up local policing boards to bring decision making closer to neighbourhoods. You
will be able to participate and have your views heard.
Protect your local policing
I will work with Police Chiefs to maintain the morale and ethos of service of your officers.
I will do this by supporting them against unreasonable criticism and ensuring their voice is
heard. We cannot expect them to take on the criminals unless we back them.
I will be uncompromising in the standards you expect from your police
With public support comes an expectation that your police will deliver a quality service. I
will expect the Chiefs to inspire their officers and unlock their passion to deliver a
professional, courteous and positive approach to policing. You pay for it and you have a
right to expect it.
As the Borough’s appointed member of the Surrey Police and Crime Panel I will be part
of the monitoring team. I am encouraged by his intent.
Cllr Clive Smitheram
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RECYCLING
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council would like to encourage you to recycle your textiles.
Blue bags can be provided, but any plastic bag, clearly marked TEXTILES will be
collected alongside your other recycling.

Alan Greenwood & Sons
Funeral Directors and Memorials
The funeral service that
caters for everyone’s needs
Your local Independent Family
Funeral Directors, personally
involved in the arrangements of all
our funerals 365 days a year,
In your own home or at our premises
Prepaid
Funeral Plans
Personal 24-hour
Service
425 Kingston Road,Ewell,Surrey.
KT19 0BT Tel:020 8786 7476
83 High Street,Ewell Village,Surrey.
KT17 1RX Tel: 020 8393 0197
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POLICE
Secure your vehicle
PLEASE make sure your vehicles are locked even if they are on your own driveway.
Opportunists will take any advantage they can, and we really need your
help with this.
Friends and visitors should also be warned not to leave any items on
display, as thieves take every opportunity to steal from motor vehicles.
Satellite Navigation Systems and Bags are particularly vulnerable as they
are often left in plain view.
ASBO
A local man, who was banned from drinking anywhere in Surrey because of his drunken
and abusive behaviour, may now face prison after breaching the terms of his anti-social
behaviour order (Asbo). He appeared at South East Surrey Magistrates’ Court on
November 30 where he was given an Asbo to run for three years. Under the conditions of
the Asbo, he was banned from behaving in a way, or inciting others to behave in a way,
either verbally or physically, in public, which is likely to cause alarm or distress to people
living in the county. He was also banned from being drunk in any public place in Surrey
and drinking from any open "vessel or jar containing intoxicating liquor" in any public
place. He has now been charged with breaching the terms of the Asbo.
Your Neighbourhood Teams (Dial 101 to contact them)
•

Epsom and Ewell North - Ruxley
PC Julie O’Riordan ID 40016
PCSO Emma Davies ID14786
PCSO Michaela Pearce ID 14352

•

Epsom and Ewell West
PC Grace Witt - ID 40456
PC James Lampard ID 4667
PCSO Oliver Wright ID 14797

For non-urgent notification of a minor crime you can also use the online crime
reporting facility available at www.surrey.police.uk
For local news, dates of local surgeries or your next Police-Public panel meeting please
visit www.surrey.police.uk and go to ‘My Neighbourhood’.
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FANCY A NATTER?

The Borough Council has joined forces with Community Network to offer a free service to
the elderly in the Borough; the new services provides telephone-based social networks for
older people from the comfort of their own home.
It does this by facilitating telephone conversations between like-minded people in group
meeting around shared interests. The new service is free (even the phone call is without
charge). Each telephone group has a trained volunteer to ensure that everyone is included in
the conversation and that discussions are appropriate and relevant.
The services is free for any over the age of 60 and is a resident of Epsom & Ewell.
Although the service is intended to reduce social isolation, anyone over the age of 60 is
encouraged to get involved as it is their experience and conversation that makes telephone
groups interesting.
Full details can be obtained by calling community Network on 0207 9235250.
Cllr Jean Steer, Chairman of the Social Committee.

Contact:

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thank you to those who have already paid their 2013 subscription.
To pay a subscription, the forms below or overleaf may be used.
Alternatively payment can be made to any of those listed on Page 2.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WERRA SUBSCRIPTION 2013
NAME (BLOCK CAPS) ………………………………………..…….................

Address………………………………….……………………….......................
Postcode…………...Tel No …………….....……Email ………..............................
I enclose the sum of £……… (minimum £2 per household)
(Please make cheques payable to WERRA)
Signed………………………................…….Date……………………
Please return this form to: Jan Partridge, 12 McKenzie Way, KT19 7ND
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Sunday Worship
10.30am
Sunday evening prayer meetings
6.30pm
Lansdowne Rd. West Ewell, KT19 9QJ
tel: 020 8394 0659 email: contact@weec.org.uk

www.weec.org.uk
Activities for Children and Young People
Phone or email for details

Mums & Toddlers
Busy Bees: Dads also welcome! Tuesdays 10.30am

Young People (11 years to teens)
“M8s”: Alternate Wednesdays 6.30pm

Children
KidZone: Sunday Mornings 10.30am
KidZone Games Club: Alternate Wednesdays

Standing Order for WERRA Subscription
To……………………………...Bank/Building Society
Address……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………....................................................................
Please pay to Barclays Bank plc, 64 High Street, Ewell, KT17 1RN
For the account of WERRA. A/C No 73725537 Sort Code 20-29-90
The sum of £………. (words)………………………….......................................
commencing …………………and thereafter,
every……2 January……..until…………...or until further notice.
Signed………………………
Name of a/c holder (in caps)………………………………………....................
Address……………………………………………………………......................
No of a/c to be debited ………………..........Sort code …………. ...................
Reference (name and 1st line of address )
……………………………………………................................................................
……………………………………………………………………............................
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