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Canada Geese are not everyone’s favourites, but who could
fail to admire the way these two stand sentry, whilst guarding
their young? The photograph was taken by the Editor on her
mobile phone, as she walked along the bank of the Hogsmill in
Ewell Village.
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Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor. for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of
Court Ward. Through her you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of
the County e.g roads, road maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about
what is happening in West Ewell and Ruxley through our 4 monthly newsletter which is distributed free of charge to every residence in each ward.
Further information about WERRA is available on our web site www.werra.org.uk. Meetings are
held in the Webber Hall, at the rear of All Saints’ Church, Fulford Road on the first Wednesday of
the month (except August) at 7.30pm. Phone Gill on 0208 224 9226 if you want to come.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR WEB FORUM?
The Web Forum is a way that residents can raise and discuss issues they consider to
be important. At the time of writing there are posts about Epsom & Ewell High School,
the new recycling proposals and WERRA’s status as a political party. If you have an
issue that you feel needs debating by residents of West Ewell, Ruxley and Clarendon
Park, then why not log on and have your say. A link to the Forum can be found down
the left hand column of the WERRA web site. www.werra.org.uk
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View from the Chair……………...............
Firstly I’d like to start by thanking everyone who turned out
on a rainy night to attend our AGM. Unfortunately the representatives from the Epsom & Ewell High School redevelopment consortium failed to attend, but the upside to this was
that residents were able to speak freely about their concerns
about this proposal.
We have summarised the points raised and you can find them on
our Website.
The overall consensus of the meeting was that although Residents agreed that
there were some buildings on the school site that would benefit from modernisation, the whole structure of the school is not so severely dilapidated as to
require a complete rebuild – and certainly not at the “price” of having 300+
houses added to an already heavily congested Ruxley Lane, in one of the most
densely populated parts of the borough.
Since the meeting, rather than simply keep an eye on potential developments as
other political types are doing, your committee have set themselves the task of
lobbying all possible influential bodies to get this proposal, in its current format, quashed at the earliest possible stage. Thus far our correspondence includes 10 Downing St. The Secretary of State for Children, Schools & Families,
Surrey County Council (SCC) and several organisations concerned with maintaining sporting facilities, green field sites and wildlife welfare. I hope that we will
soon be able to add these correspondences to our website – they make for
some interesting reading!
I can also report that on 30th June representatives of WERRA met with
Steve Winter, chair of Governors & Alison Dawson, Head. We had a tour
of the school and then a full briefing as to where the development proposal
is heading.
The situation is this.
Since the initial consortium came together the European Union rules on developments such as this have changed, such that a scheme of this size would be
required to seek competitive tendering. The school’s Governors now face having to decide between following this tendering route to pull together an alternative procurement consortium, presuming of course, that the existing consortium do not win the bid, or abandoning this approach in favour of finding alternative funding – such as from the Government’s “Building Future schools” programme (BFS).
Much of what will happen next will depend on how much funding SCC can secure
from central Government from the BFS programme & how much of the Surrey
fund can be secured specifically for Epsom & Ewell High School. To that end I
am happy to report that we have an outline agreement with the school that
when representatives from SCC meet with the Governors, WERRA will be allowed to address that meeting so that all Governors, and the officers from
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SCC, will be clear as to the local community’s viewpoint. We will update you
once that meeting has happened.
Throughout this – our message to the School’s Head, Governors & SCC officers
is clear. Our community would welcome and support a newly modernised school
– standing on its existing footprint, with its playing fields returned to the usable condition they have only recently lost and therefore we have offered to
work with the school to obtain funding for such a project. We are not a bunch
of “Nimbys” but the current proposal, with its price tag of 300+ homes is unacceptable to the very community the school serves and will be resisted in every
possible way, whilst we continue to ensure all constructive alternative sourcing
of funding to improve the school are fully exploited.

At the AGM I nominated Communication to be the thing we most improve on during
2008 and, without taking anything away from the fabulous developments we’ve seen
in this little green Newsletter, I do have to take a moment to point you in the direction
of our website.
I am probably the least technical (and most demanding!) person ever let loose
on the World Wide Web and our Web expert has dealt superbly with my requests to make it user friendly and welcoming to the non-technical person.
What concerns me most is the speed with which developments in the wards
have occurred, and that we cannot afford to presume that our residents will
have seen the planning notices on lampposts in their road, or read the public
announcements in the local press. Simply waiting for a reaction to an article in
our 4 monthly newsletter can mean that the opportunity to influence a decision
is lost, and how many flyers through front doors simply get lost in the morass
of junk mail that greet us all after a hard days work?
So my appeal to you all this year is for you to get smarter at keeping yourself
informed about local issues too. You will get the most accurate and up to date
information on what’s going on in the ward from the WERRA website - we will
continue to get smarter at keeping you informed - please make a habit of logging on and checking for yourself, and if you have an opinion we should know
about – use the ‘contact us’ button, or our phone numbers as printed in the
newsletter.
Our motto since 1956 – has been “serving residents”, we are 100% committed
to doing exactly that, - we won’t ever presume to know what you are thinking
about a local issue (unlike other political types I won’t name!) there are 5,000
residences in West Ewell & Ruxley – tell us what you think and we will continue
to do the best we can for all of you.
Helen Worwood

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

We hope that you will support our advertisers.
Please tell them that you saw the advert in the WERRA Newsletter.
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Have a Business? or Work from Home?
LET US ADVERTISE FOR YOU! (TO OVER 4,500 HOUSEHOLDS)
Full Page - £120. Half Page - £60. Quarter Page - £40, Small Ad - £20

Special rates for block booking
Contact:
Gill Smitheram (020 8224 9226)or Sheila Martin (020 8224 8872)
The publishing of an advertisement does not constitute an endorsement of the advertisers, and
residents are strongly recommended to seek references. The articles contained in the newsletter
are not necessarily the opinion of the Editor nor of members of the WERRA committee
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Cllr Jean Steer (Deputy Mayor)
Coming to the end of my year as Mayor of Epsom & Ewell I have
reflected on the honour and privilege that carrying out this duty
has given me.
At the beginning of my year we had!the open air Civic Service at
All Saint's Church in Fulford Road with Rev. Ian Whitham who
was my Chaplain for the year. I have met! many residents at various
events around the borough including: Fetes, Schools, W.I's, Flower
Arranging Clubs, Horticultural Associations Bowls and much,
much more. Many taking place in the Borough Council's venues like Bourne Hall, Ewell Court House, the Playhouse and Social Centres. I have attended many Sporting activities for our young people,as well as !Cadets, Scouts, Guides, Cubs and Beavers'
groups. The list is endless for things to do and interests to take up and far too many for
me to mention here, but they all make this borough a good place to live. In addition, I
have met so many volunteers who work really hard for charities like Conquest Art; Riding for the Disabled; Age Concern; Talking Newspapers; PHAB and other worthwhile
Societies. Again, the commitment of our residents to the volunteering sector is amazing
and much appreciated as these Societies could not exist without that help.
I was particularly pleased to have unveiled the commemorative plaque at the opening
ceremony for the new state-of-the art Oasis Therapy Suite and Hydrotherapy Pool for
people with learning disabilities at the St. Ebba's site. I presented an 'Active Citizen
Award to Premie Young, a long-term volunteer for Age concern Epsom & Ewell.
I was pleased to wear a hat to the Derby that was designed by a young lady who lives in
Ruxley Ward when she won the award at last year's Derby Festival competition.
Sadly, I attended the funeral of June Gee, the Wife of our President and long term
Councillor and Alderman Ron Gee. June was very much involved with WERRA from
its very beginning and was!always involved with our community here in West Ewell!for
many years. She was an excellent Mayoress to Ron in 1983.!!She!is, and will always be,
sadly missed by her family.
Another sad occasion was the funeral of Frances Coultard that I attended. Frances lived
in Francis Close in Ruxley and had been involved as a volunteer for Age Concern at the
Bradbury Day Centre and also! the Cedars day centre !for over 40 years..
I have had a most wonderful time meeting up with many of you and! hopefully will
continue to do so in the years to come.

Cllr. Carol Jay
Recycling – Future Plans
Recycling – Future Plans
One of the Council’s key priorities is to increase the rate of recycling
in the borough in a cost effective way. Currently the recycling costs
are one of the lowest nationally but equally important is that the recycling service should meet with the approval of residents. According
to independent statistics produced by the Audit Commission the
council achieves one of the highest levels of satisfaction for its recycling service in Surrey and we aim to keep it that way. The fact that cans, glass bottles, paper, textiles (“dry” recyclables) and garden waste are already collected separately leaves food waste, cardboard and dense plastic remaining in the bin which are
potentially recyclable. These comprise approximately 28%, 9% and 2% by weight
respectively of all the residual materials.
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Wendover House
(in Chessington Road. West Ewell)

has a vacancy for one active, elderly person.
Wendover has offered a secure, warm and friendly home
for 8 residents for over 40 years..
For information about what we offer or to visit the house
Phone: Brenda Purdue (0208 393 4522)
The Abbeyfield (Ewell) Society Ltd. Registered Charity 204444
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The council has to renew its transport fleet (which includes refuse vehicles) in October
2008 and it is, therefore, looking ahead to what it could be doing regarding recycling in
order to prepare for bids and a new contract. New vehicles are becoming available to
collect a number of recyclables in one lorry which will enable the council to offer an
enhanced collection service.
Therefore, it is proposed to update and develop the recycling service by:
• collecting kitchen (food) waste weekly
• starting to collect both cardboard and plastic
• continuing the separate collection of dry recyclables
• further expanding the garden waste service
The aim, therefore, is to provide a recycling service that ranks amongst the highest nationally on all three indicators – a high recycling rate, cost effectiveness and customer
satisfaction.
There will be no extra charge for the weekly kerbside collection service for kitchen
waste; (a lockable ‘Caddy’ will be supplied to be kept in kitchen or outside backdoor), a
free fortnightly kerbside collection service for plastic bottles and card; a free fortnightly
collection service for residual waste (there should not be as much in our wheelie bins if
we recycle the majority of our rubbish, so these bins will only be collected fortnightly).
Resident participation in recycling in the borough is improving greatly and we are
reaching targets at the moment of 30% and with the new service we expect to ultimately
reach 50%.
Charges for disposing rubbish at landfill sites are increasing and many do not have the
capacity for many more years to keep disposing of more and more rubbish, so it is
really important that we all do as much as we can –
Remember the 3R’s – RE-USE, REDUCE, RECYCLE.

Cllr. Clive Smitheram
Civic Duties 2008/9
• Crime and Disorder Committee (Chairman),
• Human Resources Committee
• Licensing Committee (Sub Panel Chairman),
• Planning Committee,
• Scrutiny Committee,
• Board Member of Rosebery Housing Association,
• Governor West Ewell Infants and Nursery School (Chairman)
and
• Danetree School (Vice Chairman of Governors).
Light Relief
Six months ago I reported to Surrey Highways that a street light near my home was
dangerous because a broken protective plate had exposed the wiring. I secured the
plate with taping and waited for a response……..and waited.
A short while ago a large lorry arrived with lifting equipment, a new lamp standard and
2 workmen proceeded to dig a hole adjacent to the original lamp column and, much to
the delight of a watchful 2 year old, installed the new light but did not ‘connect it’,
They did ensure that meanwhile the original light was working ….. 24 hours a day!
On returning from a holiday 2 weeks later I realized that something ‘was different’ in
the road – the new lamp column had gone (the hole neatly filled with tarmac) and found
a new home across the road where it now provides excellent illumination at the junction
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and at the front of the adjacent houses!
All’s well that ends well but how much did the whole exercise cost?.
Two men, two lorries, two holes, two days, Too much?……….!
Growing Season
On one of my recent ‘Ward Walkabouts’ I found, in several locations, that I was having to ‘duck under’ or walk round overhanging bushes and trees.
This creates a danger to pedestrians and motorists alike. I would ask you all to be supportive and ensure that your gardens don’t spill onto the highway particularly to the
danger and inconvenience of other people.
In some instances Surrey County Council will cut the offending overhangs and obstructions and then ‘charge it back’ to the householder.

RUXLEY WARD

Cllr Jan Mason
Watersedge: Cllr Phillips and myself have been successful in getting
a pavement and litter sweeper for two mornings a week. We are also
looking to put in further litter bins. This should make a tremendous
difference to the area, but it is up to everyone living there to make a
determined effort to put their litter in the bins or to take it home and
bin it.
The trees planted in Watersedge last year are thriving. If there is an
area you think would benefit from the planting of trees, please call
either myself or Cllr Phillips and we will speak with the Tree Officer to
see if it is possible. The dead tree in the planter at Gatley Avenue Shopping Parade will
be removed shortly and replaced in the winter months.
Cox Lane: Shortly the trees alongside the recycling bay will be pruned and the area
tidied up. If you see anyone dumping furniture etc. or flytipping, please let the Contact
Centre know. It costs the Council to remove it and it is unfair to the rest of us to pay for
it in our Council Tax. To repeat what has been said many times “the recycling centre is
only a short drive away and it is free.”

Cllr. Derek Phillips
Wanted? Somewhere to vote?
In the last newsletter I voiced my intentions to fight for a second
polling station in Ruxley Ward. I detailed the reasons why I felt this
was necessary and suggested a location that would serve various
sections of the community.
In a report to the Strategy and Resources Committee, which was subsequently discussed at a full council meeting, a recommendation was
made that the current polling arrangements should remain unchanged. In a move that
surprised a few councillors, I voted to support this recommendation.
The reasons for this are very simple. I have not changed my opinion that a second polling station is required; but my suggested solution, which was to hire a room at Horton
Golf Club could not be progressed as the Golf Club simply did not want to hire a room
for this purpose. I do not consider that the alternatives suggested by two other councillors of a) a portacabin or b) a private garage, to be suitable or viable financially.
The other reason why I accepted the recommendation is that despite raising this subject
in the last newsletter and on my blog, I have not had a single response from residents on
this subject. In fact when I raised it with some residents on Clarendon Park recently I
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noticed that their eyes glazed over with disinterest and it was obvious that the only people interested in the subject of polling stations are councillors. A fact brought home at
the last council meeting where we had a heated debate for half an hour about the subject; which not a single resident has contacted me about, and to an empty public gallery.
If you think that Ruxley Ward needs a second polling station then please let me know,
I will need a way of identifying genuine Ruxley Ward residents so please let me know
at the very least your first name and postcode.

LEISURE FACILITIES
The Multi Games Area in King George V Recreation Ground Poole Road, which is
used by a large number of young people in West Ewell, is to undergo a minor refurbishment.
For some time now there as been a problem with over-enthusiastic footballers managing to kick balls out of the MUGA pitch area, over the 2.7 metre fence, continuing on
over the adjacent garden fences, (3.3 metres) and into the rear gardens, damaging
greenhouses and putting residents at risk from injury.
This situation has created a need to raise the height of the MUGA boundary fence. This
refurbishment programme scheduled for later in the year has now been brought forward
and a new perimeter fence of some 6.3 metres has been installed. Hopefully this work
will result in peace and safety at last.
There is to be a new playground area with new equipment provided for the age group
12-15 years. This will be sited in the rear half of the existing playground space which
will be halved in size.
Local young people were consulted and an exhibition day was held at the Harrier Centre in April.
This facility will provide another outlet to support a local need. The playground will
be locked out of hours and usage monitored.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
A number of recent planning applications relevant to West Ewell and Ruxley Wards
have been refused. These include development/change of use applications in Ruxley
Close, Chessington Road and Gadesden Road and the application to extend the Autotest workshop.
Applicants can appeal against these decisions to the Government Inspectorate and/or
submit a revised planning application and this is what the applicants have done in Vernon Close following the Councils decision to refuse the proposed development. The
result of the appeal is awaited.
Currently under consideration is the plan to develop the former Plough Pub, Plough
Road with 4 x 3-bedroomed houses, 4 x2 bedroomed apartments and 4 x1 bed apartments. WERRA has personally informed over 100 local residents of this proposal so
that individuals can make their opinions known to the Planning Committee, along with
the observations of this proposal by your WERRA committee. It is important that residents do this. Similar action is being taken regarding the new application to develop
the Hawkin’s Garage site, by demolition of existing car showroom buildings and

erection of a three storey building comprising a 372 m2 retail unit and 41 residen13
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tial (including 16 affordable units) and associated parking spaces
Details of all planning applications within West Ewell and Ruxley Wards are posted
weekly on our website.
Your Ward Councillors on the Borough Planning Committee are:-Jan Mason (Ruxley) and Clive Smitheram (W Ewell).

SURREY - CLLR. JAN MASON
Councillor Mason: Member’s allocation for 2007/8
Projects supported.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sixth form seating" "
"
"
"
"
"
Tennis for Free "
"
"
"
"
"
"
Refurbishment of Ewell Court House Grotto "
"
"
(jointly with Jean Smith)
Dumping clearance - Rowden Road, Ewell ""
"
"
CCTV installation for Gatley Avenue "
"
"
"
Lighthouse project new furniture & storage units
£1000
New gates for Stephen Woods centre "
"
"
"
(jointly with Colin Taylor and Nigel Petrie)
New projectors for whiteboards at West Ewell infant school"
Library enhancements Stoneleigh and Ewell Court" "
"
(jointly with Jean Smith)
British Red Cross fire and emergency support service "
"
(jointly with Nigel Petrie, Jean Smith and Colin Taylor.)

£1000
£1500
£600
£2000
£1600
£2290
£1200
£1561
£1621

CLARENDON PARK
Expansion of Southfield Park Primary School
Cllr. Mason has met with Peter John Williamson, Strategic Lead Schools Commissioning Team and can confirm that Surrey County Council intends to expand Southfield Park Primary School, in order to accommodate the children living in Clarendon
Park, and from the former St Ebba’s hospital development.
The timescale for building makes it unlikely that a permanent building will be ready
before September 2010. However the SCC School Place Management Team is aware of
the increasing pressure on places and is exploring the possibility of enabling more Clarendon Park children to be given places at Southfield Park from September 2009

HIGHWAYS AND PAVEMENTS:
Local Highways Improvements: Cllr. Mason has been successful in getting Longmead Road and Chessington Road (between Hook Road Arena resurfaced. However
Lansdowne Road, which SCC had put forward as being in need of resurfacing in 2005/6
has now been programmed for this year. SCC has been unable, so far, to give Cllr Mason an answer as to why two Traffic Orders were put in place (summer 2006 and 2007)
for part closure of the road. This is totally unsatisfactory, and she is seeking answers to
two questions:
• Why was the work not carried out as proposed? and
• What was the cost of the two traffic orders for no work achieved and none carried
out.
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Footway Improvements? Following confirmation by SCC over several years that
reconstruction work would be carried out in Chesterfield Road, Derek Avenue and Amis
Avenue, Cllr. Mason was informed that due to lack of funds the only work possible was
a “slurry overlay”, which was cheaper and would prolong the life of the pavements. The
work has been carried out but in some cases there have been problems with the standard
of work. At a recent meeting of the transportation Select Committee, Cllr Mason raised
this issue with the Head of Highways. She is requesting that the company who carried
out the work should return and carry out remedial work as a matter of urgency.
Ruxley Lane Service Road to Chessington Road: Cllr Mason has asked SCC
Officers to look at the possibility of putting a STOP sign in the service road to encourage drivers to stop before joining the main road.
She has also requested that the inside lane in Chessington Road (outside the garage) be
marked ‘Left only’. She is concerned that vehicles are, at present, driving forward and
then cutting in, causing drivers to brake violently. It is important to find realistic solutions to improve the traffic flow and reduce dangers to pedestrians.
Verge Cutting:The warm weather in May, followed by rain, caused excessive growth
to our grass verges. Following Cllr Mason’s approach to the Council, the contractors
have worked hard to keep them in check. The standard of grass cutting in the Borough
has been good. Five cuts per year are paid for by Surrey County Council, who own the
verges; a further 12 cuts are funded by your RA controlled Council.
You might have noticed recently that verge grass cutting in Poole Road and Scott's
Farm Road exposed an unsightly display of shredded paper, plastic bottles and fast
food packaging, not to mention bottles and cans.
This debris is just thrown down by people we know and creates an image of an uncaring community. We all have a duty to try and stop this mindless littering as the cost of
cleanup is borne by us all. Cllr Smitheram informed the call centre and the debris was
cleared within 24 hours.
If you see excessive litter or littering please call the Council Contact Centre at the Town
Hall on 01372 732000.
Following complaints Cllr Smitheram will be asking why it was considered necessary
to carry out this work on a Sunday

PARKING RESTRICTIONS - PHASE 3, PRIORITY 4
The following three roads are included in the latest phase. Look out for the ‘Notices’
placed on lampposts during July. All of these proposals have been requested by many
residents during the last three years and the RA is happy that our lobbying of SCC to
action has been successful.
• First Avenue:
Double yellow lines at the junction with Green Lanes. ‘No Parking at any time’.
• Longmead Road:
Double yellow lines along the entire length of the road, on the left hand side from
Chessington Road to Hook Road. ‘No Parking 8.30am to 6.30pm Mon. to Sun.’
• Nightingale Drive:
Double yellow lines on the right hand side of the road from the junction with
Chessington Road to Larch Crescent ‘No Parking at any time.’
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BLENHEIM ROAD COMMUNITY RECYCLING CENTRE

The improvements outlined in the previous newsletter are now complete and
Cllr Mason attended the formal opening on Monday 2 June.
Your County Councillors have pressed for these improvements for some time.
Cllr Mason (in whose Division the site is situated) has taken a close interest in
its operation. The new layout has a better queuing system, which will make for
a quicker turn around for users of the Centre. It will also enable the business’s
located there to operate without the hindrance of queues of cars, vans and lorries blocking their entrance. All in all it has been a successful partnership between SCC, SITA, local businesses and County Councillors.
POLICE CONTACTS
Ruxley and Ewell Court:!

PC 3701 Elena Polo-Fernandez- 07967 986752
PCSO 12434 David Whatmough - 07967986072

West Ewell and Court:"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

2881 PC Will Davies - 07967 987767
12586 PCSO Jamie Clark -0796 798871
12339 PCSO Tracy Cope - 07967 988728
11317 PCSO Lyndsey Richards - 07967 986358

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS
Ruxley: "
The Edge, Rowden Road - 17 September at 6.30 pm.
"
"
Cox Lane Day Centre - 21 November from 10 to 11.30 am.
West Ewell" Harrier Centre, Poole Road - 8 October at 7.30pm.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Can you help us?
Helen Worwood will be pleased to hear from anyone who would be willing to act
as a Road Steward. Give her a call if you want to know what is involved.
If you haven’t already paid your subscription (£2 per household) you can send it to the
Treasurer or contact Gill Smitheram who would be happy to arrange for it to be collected.

Can we help you?
Space doesn’t allow for larger print in our newsletter.. If you have access to the internet,
a larger print version can be found on our website at www.werra.org.uk.
However, if any article is of particular interest and you would like a larger print copy,
please let me know and I will make it available to you.

Sheila Martin
SMALL AD.

* Friendly reliable local window cleaner *
Smear free windows! No job too big or too small!
Call Wayne for free quote. (0208 393 9344 or 07909554178.)
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LES COLLINS
It is with sadness that I report the death of Les Collins. Les was a long-term member
of the Residents Association and for many years a road steward.
It was typical of Les that, when his failing eyesight meant he could no longer do this, he
wrote to every resident in Fulford Road (where he lived with his wife Bettie) asking for
someone to replace him – with success!
Les will be missed by his many friends locally particularly at All Saints Church and the
Ewell branch of the Royal British Legion where he was Vice President.
Gill Smitheram (Sec)

18

19

20

21

