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62, Amis Avenue, West Ewell 

jmason@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor. for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of Court Ward. 
Through her you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of the County e.g roads, 
road maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about what is happening in West 
Ewell and Ruxley through our 4 monthly newsletter which is distributed free of charge to every residence 
in each ward. 

Further information about WERRA is available on our web site www.werra.org.uk. Meetings are held in 
the Webber Hall, at the rear of All Saints’ Church, Fulford Road on the first Wednesday of the month 
(except August) at 7.30pm. Phone Gill on 0208 224 9226 if you want to come.

VISIT OUR WEB FORUM  

 Do you have an issue that you feel needs debating by residents of West Ewell, 

Ruxley and Clarendon Park? 

If so, why not log on to the Web Forum and have your say. The Forum gives 

residents the opportunity to raise and discuss issues they consider to be important.. 

A link to the Forum can be found down the left hand column of the WERRA web 

site. www.werra.org.uk.
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR…

I am delighted to be able to open this newsletter with 

the great news that Jan Mason has been re-elected to 

represent West Ewell and Ruxley at Surrey County 

Council.  This was achieved in part because of the 

efforts of our road stewards who did great work in 

delivering leaflets to every home in the ward – in some 

cases twice as a technical glitch led to some rapid 

reprinting.  The effort paid off and Jan secured a 5% increase in 

the share of votes cast.  Many thanks to all our road stewards.

Being a road steward is not just about helping out at election times.  In 
many respects it is the fact that the Residents Association is always 
around – because we live here – that is our greatest strength.  We don’t 
just door knock you when its time to ask for your vote – we are a team 
that ensure our newsletter keeps you informed of what is happening 
locally 3 times a year.  A number of our road stewards have recently had 
to give up so I am aware a few roads take a bit longer to deliver to than 
others.   If you think you could help out by delivering in your road, or a 
road near to you, just 3 times a year please get in touch. There is a list 
later in the magazine.

Those of you who came along to the AGM in April will be aware that we 
plan to change the location of our monthly meetings.  The committee and 
councillors meet on the first Wednesday of each month in the Webber 
Hall, All Saints Church, Fulford Road.  For some years now the first half 
hour of the meeting has been an open “surgery” session for residents to 
come along to air their concerns.  We then realised that most of the 
people we saw were from West Ewell rather than Ruxley.  So we have 
now decided to alternate meetings between wards. Our October meeting 
will be the first at the Cox Lane centre.  Don’t worry about trying to 
remember where we are – a full list of the coming months will be printed 
in each newsletter and kept up to date on our website.  I look forward to 
meeting more of you.                              

Helen Worwood
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

COUNCILLOR JAN MASON, MAYOR OF EPSOM & EWELL 2009/10

I feel really honoured to be asked to be Mayor of the Borough 

and I will be promoting Epsom & Ewell at every possible 

opportunity throughout my year in office. My consort for the 

year will be my husband Alan, and we have decided on three 

local charities to benefit from our fundraising efforts. These 

are: Epsom Riding for the Disabled who are celebrating their 

40th anniversary this year, Hearing Dogs for Deaf People, 

and St Johns Ambulance, all who work tirelessly for the 

benefit of others. We will also be setting aside 10% of profits 

to go to the Princess Alice Hospice in memory of  the late Cllr 

Derek Phillips.

I have a busy and varied calendar of events already lined up. 

and am keen to visit as many schools as possible to see for myself the valuable work 

they are carrying out with our young people. They are our future after all!

I feel so proud to be the First Citizen of this wonderful Borough of ours that was 

recently voted one of the three “Best places to live in Britain” and to be the first Mayor 

from Ruxley Ward.

I would also like to thank residents for having sufficient confidence in me to vote me in 

for a third term as County Councillor. As always I will continue to work hard on their 

behalf! The Residents Association group retained all their seats and won! three! more, so 

we are gaining at each election This is good news for everyone who believes in 

“independent “ non!  political councillors who are not tied to main stream parties and! 

cannot be told how to vote; true democracy!

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

Despite a busy mayoral schedule Cllr Mason has been able to attend County meetings 

following her election win in June.  Please continue to contact her about County Council 

issues. The interest  and support for independent parties throughout Surrey at the election (and 

particularly Epsom and Ewell Borough)  was reflected by the increase in the number of RA 

Councillors at Surrey County Council from seven to ten. 

Since the report in the Spring edition of the newsletter Cllr Mason has requested the resurfacing 

of further two roads in her division – these are Chesterfield and Danetree Roads.  If these are 

agreed it will bring the total of roads receiving major attention to nineteen; a good result when 

you consider that SCC is responsible for maintaining all the roads in Surrey. Smaller repairs 

(potholes, replacing kerbstones and pavements)  are undertaken by one of the ‘Community gangs’. 

Also pavements in Eastcroft Road are scheduled to be resurfaced shortly.

Surrey County Council has, in order to make savings, significantly reduced the number of 

“gangs” covering the five Boroughs of East Surrey. This could mean a reduction in the level of 

service we receive. Cllr Mason will  continue to identify areas that need attention and press for 

work to be carried out.
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Gatley Avenue:" Following the night-time Environmental Visual Audit(EVA)  in February 

attended by Cllr Mason together with the Police, Rosebery Housing  and the Surrey County 

Council Highway Engineer, Cllr Mason has been successful in getting the area behind the 

shopping parade cleaned up  The  fencing has been replaced and area tidied up Hopefully by the 

time you read this newsletter the grass area beginning of Ruxley Close will also have been 

cleared by our contractors.

BOROUGH UPDATES

Renewed Town Access to the Town Centre from the Town Hall car park.

After prolonged negotiations between the Residents Association Councillors and the owners of 

the land adjoining the pathway agreement was reached and the very dilapidated footpath was 

redesigned, landscaped and graffiti removed to provide a bright open gateway to the High 

Street.

It is good to see that in this time of economic pressure that working in partnership, Epsom and 

Ewell Borough Council is able to make a real difference to our commercial street scene.

Audit Commission Comparisons

In March the Audit Commission’s report on your Residents Association run Epsom and Ewell 

Borough Council was praiseworthy and stated:

“The Borough Council’s performance as measured by the Audit Commission’s basket of 

performance indicators “was well above average”

“The Council achieves good value for money”, with “above average service outcomes, average 

service costs at comparatively low cost to residents and a well managed capital programme”.

The Audit Commission also reported that the Borough Council is “responding appropriately to 

address the impact of the recession”  and is “increasing its provision of affordable housing in spite 

of the recession”

Commenting on other services the Commission said that the Council “has made good progress in 

addressing the needs of older people “is working with its partners to ensure the best local health 

services possible for residents” and “recycling and composting rates are continuing to increase”.

The Commission rated Epsom and Ewell Borough Council at level 3 “consistently above 

minimum requirements – performing well” which is just one level below the highest grade.

The current recession will mean that managing the Borough Council’s finances will be an even 

greater challenge in the year ahead.  However your RA Councillors remain committed to just, 

efficient and economical local government, and to maintaining our status as one of the best 

performing councils in the county.

In comparison:

Surrey County Council (Conservative Run) received a ONE STAR rating one of the worst councils 

in the country.

Unfortunately, the Conservatives decided to use taxpayers money to challenge the Audit 

Commission verdict in the High Court – this despite a plea by your Residents Association County 

Councillors not to waste more public money.  

In April the High Court rejected the Conservatives request for a judicial review and awarded 

costs against the County Council which means a further financial burden of over £100,000 on 

council taxpayers.
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COUNCILLOR CLIVE SMITHERAM - WEST EWELL

Trees in Fulford Road

After much pleading and negotiation I finally arranged for Fulford 

Road to have three trees planted to replace those which had been cut 

down having reached the end of their life span.  

A concerted effort by the residents to give them the best start possible 

by watering them and generally caring for them was severely put to the 

test when less than two weeks later they were vandalised by mindless individuals 

who obviously have no respect for their environment, community or the people in it.  

It is hoped that prompt efforts at ‘first aid’ by the residents will be rewarded by the 

trees recovering.  Thanks to all who are keeping a watchful eye, I will let you know 

as to their progress. 

Alcohol

There are worrying signs that there is an increasing amount of 

alcohol being consumed locally with empty bottles and cans 

littering parts of the ward such as Church and Gadesden Roads.  

This could have an impact on the environment and the physical 

safety of all with the potential for broken glass to cause serious 

injury.

It is an offence to supply young people under the age of 18 with alcohol whether this 

is being acquired by them or on their behalf. If you have suspicions about who is 

supplying alcohol within the ward to those underage, please let me know and I will 

forward the information to the appropriate authorities. 

AGM

Residents who attended the AGM in April were enthralled by the excellent talk 

from Ranger Sarah Clift on the work that has been done to improve the Hogsmill 

River and the surrounding area, making it accessible to all.  

Her talk was supplemented by the opportunity to buy the DVD made by the late Ruxley Ward 

Cllr. Derek Phillips.  Copies of the DVD are available from Bourne Hall library – it’s a 

remarkable historical, geographical and environmental record of an attractive feature that wends 

its way through both wards.

The formal part of the meeting saw the re-election of Committee Officers and the election of 2 

more committee members, approval of the accounts, reports from the Chair of WERRA and your 

RA Councillors and the opportunity to hear the answer to issues raised. 

The minutes of most AGMs (going back to 1960) can be viewed on the WERRA website at 

www.werra.org.UK.                                                                                Gill Smitheram Sec
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LEISURE

The Council is running several activities throughout the summer for young people, such as 

Tennis for Free at Court Recreation Ground and Alexandra Park: 

This schemes offer free tennis coaching for any age and ability every Saturday from 

10.00 a.m. to 12.00 at Alexandra Recreation Ground and Court Recreation Ground 

from 1.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m.  

Cricket coaching taking place at three different sites across the Borough. 

To engage young people in Cricket a new version of the game has been introduced 
called "MUGA's Ball" which is a form of Cricket that can be played on the 
MUGAs (  Multi Use Games Areas) There are three venues in the borough offering 
this :

Auriol MUGA on Mondays 6pm - 7pm

Longmead MUGA on Tuesdays 6pm - 7pm

Poole Road MUGA on Wednesdays 6pm - 7pm

There is a small charge of £1 per person per session.

It is hoped that this project will encourage greater participation in sport and will continue beyond 
the summer holidays into September - light evenings permitting!

The Hangin’ About Project

The Council is running a summer holidays project which is coming to a 

local park near you. The Hangin About Project involves a van full of sports 

equipment and qualified coaches heading to local parks and venues 

throughout the Borough. The coaches will let you 

decide which sport to play. . All sessions are completely free of charge and will 

run from 4pm – 6pm. For a full schedule please contact Nicola Gray on 01372 

732 165 or email leisuredevelopmentsteam@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

FREE SWIMMING - 

Your Council has expressed its frustration at not being able to offer free 

swimming for the under 16’s and over 60’s in the scheme set up by 

Central Government because appropriate funding to fully cover the cost 

is not being provided.  The government has said the scheme cannot be 

operated flexibly enough to enable the Council to keep within its budget.  

The Council initially expressed an interest to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport to 

participate in the scheme.  During discussions the Council found that the level of funding was 

already decided and the rules for running the free swim offer was fixed.  In costing the scheme 

within the rules for Epsom and Ewell the allocated funding would not cover the full amount and 

the Council would need to fund the shortfall.  Exploring various options with the Department the 

Council suggested ways to use the pre-calculated funding on offer and provide some flexibility in 

the running of the project.  However, none of these proactive options were agreed by the 

Government.  To proceed would result in the extra financial cost being met from Council tax so the 

Council felt it had no option but to withdraw from the scheme.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chairman of the Leisure Committee said: “On the face of it, the free 

swimming scheme seemed an excellent idea and we agreed to participate. However it  soon became 

clear there were many loopholes. The Council  cannot write a blank cheque and the costs to run the 

scheme were open ended which was not just unfair to the Council but also to our residents. The 

government refused to allow any flexibility to enable the scheme to be launched in Epsom & Ewell 

which is a huge disappointment not only to us, but also to residents who would have reaped the 

benefits.”
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The former Plough Pub, Plough Road, West Ewell:: 

The public inquiry requested by Cllr Clive Smitheram took place in 

May. Publicity from WERRA meant that a number of local residents 

attended the hearing at the Town Hall and several of them spoke about 

how the proposed development would affect them.  As a result the 

appeal was dismissed! 

(STOP PRESS:  A New Planning application has been received. It can be viewed at the Town 

Hall and Bourne Hall Library. WERRA urges residents affected by this proposal to make their 

views known, either by writing to the planning officers at the Town Hall or via the website 

www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk.)

Former Hawkins Garage Ruxley Lane: 
The developers have withdrawn their appeal against the decision by the Planning Committee to 

refuse the retail unit and 38 residential units.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE

It is unfortunate that this year residents of Ruxley Ward do not have the benefit of a Ruxley 

Ward Councillor on the Planning Committee.   

Cllr Jan Mason (RA)  is excluded as, during her term as Mayor, she is not allowed to participate in 

political debate and neither of the two Conservative ward councillors were prepared to commit 

themselves by serving on or taking the training required, for this important committee.  WERRA 

will continue to inform residents of both wards about planning applications that may affect them 

and will direct  any concerns they or Ruxley Ward residents have, to Cllr Clive Smitheram who 

represents West Ewell Ward on the committee.

COUNTRYSIDE AND OPEN SPACES

Hogsmill Open Space : "

Following complaints by residents of Eastcroft Road whose properties back onto the Hogsmill 

Open Space, I investigated and found that an area of copse had been badly damaged in order to 

form a BMX style area. The area within the copse had been heavily excavated to form pits, bike 

ramps and tracks. Trees had been cut down with roots of established trees being exposed by 

digging. Timber sheets and rubbish were scattered around the area. Local Police were informed.  

Following an investigation, letters were sent to parents of the youths who had caused this criminal 

damage.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council have carried out remediation work and hopefully this beautiful 

copse, with the help of nature, will be returned to its former state.

The Police and our Rangers are carrying out regular patrols of the area to ensure that this does not 

happen again. There are many recreational areas within the Borough including the new activity 

area at Poole Road. There is also a plan to fund a BMX park in the area possibly at a future date. I 

will keep you informed when more information is available. 

A rubbish bin has now been placed at the start of  new pathway on the Hogsmill  Open Space 

(end of Green Lanes)  It is hoped that the few dog walkers who discard their “doggie poo bags” 

in trees and on the grass will use this new bin. The bin is also for general rubbish. I always take 

a carrier bag with me when I am out walking my dog and I pick up rubbish along the way. I 

would encourage other people who enjoy this area to do the same!                       Cllr. Carol Jay

Project relaunched

A joint initiative to improve the countryside and open spaces surrounding London has been 

re-launched in Epsom and Ewell ( Green Arc Thames2Downs), previously known as the 

Green Arc Bonesgate improvement Project.   

11



12



This project has been working to improve the access and appearance of open spaces along the 

Kingston to North Downs corridor including the Hogsmill Local Nature Reserve.  The Group 

has set itself new challenges, one of which is finding a long term solution to stop the illegal 

practice of dumping waste in our countryside and open spaces.   Enhancing the visual 

appearance of the countryside is a key priory of your Council and its Countryside Team.  

The Countryside Team which is based in Horton Country Park would be pleased to hear from 

anyone who would like to volunteer to help on these projects.   Their address is Countryside 

Team Office, 2, West Park Farmhouse, Horton Country Park, Horton Lane, Epsom, Surrey, 

KT19 8PL and telephone number is 01372 745224. 

Countryside Events - Sunday 27 September -  
Autumn Fair at Horton Country Park.  There will be many stalls of local 

produce, crafts, demonstrations, refreshments and guided walks.  Parking 

is available at main Country Park car park.  Free entry.  

WEST EWELL ALLOTMENTS

A group of plot holders at the West Ewell Allotments is in the process of forming an Allotments 

Association. This is one of the largest allotments in the borough with 195 plots. The Association’s 

aim is to work with the Council to improve facilities on the site. At the time of writing, all plot 

holders have been invited to a meeting to set up an Association and elect a committee. I have been 

made aware of a problem regarding rubbish that has been dumped on the site. The Council’s 

Operational Services are currently looking at removing this huge pile of rubbish which has been 

allowed to accumulate over many years.

13

CHESSINGTON CLOSE AND EPSOM AND EWELL HIGH 

SCHOOL 

As a result of a spurious letter that was circulated to residents in the run-up to the 

Borough Council Ruxley Ward By election in February of this year the following 

Standing Order question was asked at the Surrey County Council meeting held on 

the 28th April:-

Question:

“Can the Executive Member please inform us whether this Council has agreed ‘in 

principle’ to the Compulsory Purchase of some of the gardens in Chessington Close, 

West Ewell to enable a road to go from Epsom and Ewell High School through to 

Chessington Road thereby missing the Ruxley Lane junction.”

Reply:

“This Council has not agreed any compulsory purchase order ‘in principle’ or 

otherwise in connection with gardens belonging to residents in Chessington Close, 

West Ewell nor is it under consideration”

The West Ewell and Ruxley Residents Association, being very mindful of the impact 

that such a letter must have had on residents, had asked Jan Mason, our RA Surrey 

County Councillor to ask ‘the question’.  It is hoped that this will now put residents 

minds at rest.
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TRANSPORT

E5 Bus Route: Epsom to Watersedge.
We have been notified by Surrey’s Senior Transport Officer, of an 

important change to the E5 bus service, starting on 27 July.

Because Quality Line are experiencing traffic delay problems in Epsom 

they will no longer serve the Clocktower stop but call into the Epsom 

Station stop N. 

Now the walk through between the Station and the Clocktower stops is 

open this should help reduce the buses in the town centre and it  will mean that E5 is not sitting in 

the traffic losing time in the rush hours.

It is hoped that this will benefit existing users and not inconvenience anyone.

RECYCLING 
By now we should all have received our new recycling bins. We understand the concerns of 
some residents who have to keep the bins at the front of their properties. One solution to reduce 
the number of bins might be to share with a neighbour. There have been no significant 
problems with the new food waste bins being collected. Around 40 tonnes of food waste and 
around 30 tonnes of plastic bottles and cardboard are being collected for recycling every week.

The Council offer a pullout service for elderly and disabled residents and there are also now 

options for weekly collection of nappies and incontinence wastes. Please contact the Contact 

Centre (01372 732000) if you require any of these services. contactus@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

The latest figures presented to the environment committee

• 49% of waste was recycled in June.  

• Weekly nappy and incontinence pad collections have been taken up by 750 and 85 households 

respectively.

• 180 residents out of 25,000 said they did not want to be part of the new service.  Operational 

Services would be working with those residents on an individual basis.

• 9,300 customers had taken up the garden waste service collection which was more than one 

third of all households.  

• The new vehicles were performing well and this Council is second in the UK for food waste 

collection.

Please make sure that your bins are clearly marked with your house number, and 

keep up the good work of recycling.

PROBLEM WITH RATS

Residents have mentioned to your councillors the problem with rats in 

gardens, foxes!and being over-run with squirrels.!! 

We have spoken before in our news letters that it is wise!NOT to 

leave out bread and other food for the birds, this will only 

exacerbate the problem.!  We would also urge residents to keep 

the rear access to their properties clear of rubbish. !  You can 

contact Environmental Health at the Town Hall if you have a problem with 

rats, although they cannot do anything about squirrels or!! foxes.!!! !Contact 

Centre:!! 01372 732000.
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EDUCATION 

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  - BACK TO SCHOOL!!

I am delighted to be able to inform our readers of two recent successes involving 

schools attended by children from our wards.

1.Blenheim High School recently consulted on a review to its admissions policy.

The policy had previously given priority access to children living in Court ward and then 

shared the remaining places amongst other wards in Epsom – specifically excluding 

Ruxley ward.

WERRA wrote to the governors explaining local residents views that this policy was 

unfair and placed local children at a disadvantage.

I am delighted to report that our views were heard and responded to.

From September 2010 the policy will allocate 15% of places to children in each of Court 

and West Ewell Wards and the remainder of places will be allocated to other Epsom 

wards now INCLUDING Ruxley.

The full policy can be read on the school's website www.blenheim.sch.uk

2. Linking of schools

You may recall from our Winter 2008 newsletter that there was a proposal to link some 

infant and junior schools in our area which many believed would have a damaging effect 

on Ewell Grove.

WERRA wrote to Surrey County Council expressing the concerns of residents about this 

proposal, which was ultimately rejected.

I would like to share with you a portion of the letter from Mrs Jowett, chair of Governors 

at Ewell Grove,

" I am writing to you on behalf of the Ewell Grove school community to express our 

heartfelt thanks for your support in the recent admissions consultation.  This was a very 

hard time for us and receiving the level of support from our local community that you 

offered was amazing and very much appreciated.  It was so encouraging for us to see 

how important Ewell Grove is to our area"

I am truly proud of our contribution to these local successes, they really prove the point 

that the way forward is through local people working together to find local solutions to 

local problems.                                          Helen Worwood
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NEW HEAD FOR EPSOM AND EWELL HIGH SCHOOL

Alex Russell has been appointed as the new Headmaster 

of Epsom and Ewell High School, and will be taking 

over in September.  

Mr Russell comes to Epsom and Ewell after over four 

years as Head of the Beaconsfield School in 

Buckinghamshire, and says: “I feel that I have achieved 

what I set out to do at Beaconsfield and that it is time for 

a fresh challenge. When I visited Epsom and Ewell High 

School, I could immediately see the potential of the 

school. The staff and students want to make it a vibrant 

and successful school and I have no doubt that we will 

see standards rise dramatically in the near future. We are 

already planning some changes to make sure that students 

are working in an improved environment, staff are better 

supported and there is total focus on standards and 

progression. !I want all students to look back on their time at EEHS with pride, knowing that they 

have had the best possible opportunities to develop.” 

When he took over the Beaconsfield School in April 2005 it was the second worse performing 

school in Buckinghamshire. It was in deficit, had a falling rolling, low academic standards and 

behaviour that did not support learning.

In 2009 the school is in surplus, has a modern learning environment, very good behaviour and is 

oversubscribed. Last year the school had a waiting list of over 60 for year 7.  Standards have risen 

dramatically and the school was  recognised with an ‘exceptional performance’ award from the 

specialist schools trust for last summer’s GCSE results.

Anyone wishing to look at the recent Ofsted report for the Beaconsfield school will find it at  

http://www.beaconsfield.bucks.sch.uk/images/users/1/TBS%20ofsted%20report%202008.pdf.

WERRA would like to welcome Mr Russell and wishes him every success in his new position.

EDITORS NOTE

Many of you attended the 150th Anniversary Celebrations at Ewell West 

Station in April. Thanks must go to Brian Angus for organising this 

splendid event, which was attended by over 2850 people and raised £3000 

for the Mayor’s charities. 

Have you, noticed the latest improvements at the station?  Getting onto a 

train no longer feels like climbing a mountain or negotiating an obstacle 

course!

As a regular user of the station, I am delighted that the years of campaigning 

by the late Councillor Derek Phillips and others have finally resulted in the 

platform being raised to a reasonable level. If you are one of those who has in 

the past travelled by bus to another station, rather than “bridge the gap”  at Ewell West, I suggest 

that you check it out.  It is not all good news, however, as we have just heard that one of the 

shelters, regularly used by those waiting for trains on cold days, has been removed.

Sheila Martin
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WERRA’S LONGEST SERVING ROAD STEWARD RETIRES

Olive Newton (pictured here with her late husband, Cllr Harold Newton)                    

was born and brought up on the Isle of 

Wight, and after a brief spell in 

Manchester during the War, came to 

London where she met and married 

Harold. They moved to Green Lanes, 

West Ewell in May 1954. Two years 

later Harold responded to an advert in 

a local shop window asking for interest 

in forming a local association, and the 

West Ewell Residents Association was 

born.

Harold was first elected to the Council in May 1958, and was re-elected a year later, four days 

after the birth of their second daughter. Olive recalls lying in hospital late that night to be told 

by a nurse that he had ‘won 21’. The nurse thought he had won £21 but Olive quickly told her 

that it was the election result and in fact he had won by a majority of 21 votes! In those days 

West Ewell was served by only three councillors, but gradually the area grew in size until it 

was split into two wards – West Ewell and Ruxley – with six representatives in total. The 

Association was also renamed to take this into account.

In the early days the monthly committee meetings were held in their house and Olive’s 

secretarial skills were quickly put to use, resulting in her joining the committee in 1960. She 

became its Secretary in 1965, a position she held until 1974, and also during that time she 

kept the membership and subscription lists, helped in the organisation of elections, and typed 

and distributed the magazine four times a year. All this happened whilst bringing up a young 

family – Olive recalls pushing the pram up and down the roads on many occasions, delivering 

magazines and collecting subscriptions.

In 1972 Harold and Olive became Mayor and Mayoress of the Borough, going on to serve as 

Deputies the following year. Their daughters, Jane and Helen, were teenagers by then and 

able to accompany them on some occasions.

Olive carried on road steward duties for many more years before becoming Secretary again in 

1987 for another four year stint. After an unbroken run of 53 years serving the Association in 

various capacities, Olive, now in her eighties, has finally decided to call it a day. She has 

thoroughly enjoyed the involvement in local issues and made many friends over the years. 

She is very pleased to see the Association still flourishing today, and Newton Court – a new 

housing development at the top of Green Lanes named after her late husband – is a constant 

reminder of their service to the local community.
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POLICE

Epsom and Ewell West

PC Catherine Hearn Fin 3897

Phone:0845 125 2222 ext 30158

email:epsom.snt@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Steven Jackson Fin 13225

Phone 0845 125 2222 ext 30158                

email:epsom.snt@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Next Police Community Panel Meeting

Wednesday 2 September 2009 at 7.30pm: 

The Harrier Centre, Poole Road West Ewell

Epsom and Ewell North West

PC Elena Polo-Fernandez Fin 3701

Phone: 0845 125 2222 ext 30158

email: epsom.snt@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Christopher Wright Fin 13719

0845 125 2222 ext 30158

email:epsom.snt@surrey.pnn.police.uk

Police Community Panel Meetings

Friday 31 July at 10 am. Cox Lane Community Centre

Thursday 30 September at 7pm. Polling Station, Epsom and Ewell High School (to be 

confirmed).

Revere

In addition to the Police Surgeries held for West Ewell at the Harrier Centre and for 

Ruxley.  at Epsom & Ewell!High School and Cox Lane, residents!of REVERE can attend 

Surgeries at Bourne Hall on the last Tuesday of every month at!2.00 p.m.! 

Visit the Police website www.surrey.police.uk !click on "Your Neighbourhood" for the 

latest updates and information.



SURREY POLICE – CUT BACKS

You will by now have heard the very concerning news that Surrey Police have had their 

‘Police Precept’ (share of the council tax) capped by the Labour government.  This means 

that Surrey Police have to re-issue their ‘notice of tax collected’ at a cost of £1,200,000 so 

that they can repay, in the case of band ‘D’ council tax payers, the over charged sum of 

£3.24.  This extra financial burden comes as another drain on resources when central 

government have failed to adequately fund Surrey Police, along with other forces across 

the country.

The consequence of this financial disaster is that in Epsom & Ewell we are losing our Crime 

Prevention Officer and Schools Involvement Officer at a time when Community Policing is 

‘trumpeted’ as the corner stone of Surrey Policing strategy.  Unless the government see fit to 

change their decision and realistically fund Surrey Police now and in the future, the decision 

by the Chief Constable will come into effect from 1st August.

The financial situation will probably not improve for a while and there could well be very 

difficult times ahead, which could possibly impact on policing.

We need to be aware of the situation, do the best we can to support action to get the message 

to government for reasonable and adequate police funding, and support each other in this very 

difficult time.  

Cllr Clive Smitheram
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