
WINTER 2008

HOGSMILL NATURE RESERVE - ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS

Following on from the creation of the ‘Doorstep Green’ between Ruxley Lane and the 

A240 (Kingston Road)  in 2006 and the new riverside path from Ruxley Lane to Ewell 

Court in 2008, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, in partnership with Surrey County 

Council  are extending the new riverside path from Ewell Court to Green Lanes, West 

Ewell. The aim of this project is to construct a wide hard surfaced riverside path, ap-

proximately 750 metres in length and 2.5 metres wide.

Improving public access is an important aim in the long-term management and mainte-

nance of the borough’s countryside, giving all year access to the nature on your doorstep 

and helping to protect fragile habitats by providing visitors with an obvious route to take.

In the meantime, why not take a walk along the Local Nature Reserve from Ewell Court 

to Kingston Road and see the already created path with its new seats and signs.
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Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor. for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of Court 
Ward. Through her you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of the 
County e.g roads, road maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about what 
is happening in West Ewell and Ruxley through our 4 monthly newsletter which is distributed free 
of charge to every residence in each ward. 
Further information about WERRA is available on our web site www.werra.org.uk. Meetings are 
held in the Webber Hall, at the rear of All Saints’ Church, Fulford Road on the first Wednesday of 
the month (except August) at 7.30pm. Phone Gill on 0208 224 9226 if you want to come.

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR WEB FORUM?        

The Web Forum is a way that residents can raise and discuss issues they consider to be 

important. At the time of writing there are posts about Epsom & Ewell High School, the 

new recycling proposals and WERRA’s status as a political party. If you have an issue 

that you feel needs debating by residents of West Ewell, Ruxley and Clarendon Park, 

then why not log on and have your say. A link to the Forum can be found down the left 

hand column of the WERRA web site. www.werra.org.uk
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View from the Chair...

Much of our summer was spent establishing good working 
relations with the governors and staff at Epsom & Ewell 
High School.  It seems, that for the time being at 
least, the scheme to build a large housing estate on 
school grounds to create the finance for a new build 
school, is no longer to go ahead. We are delighted that 
representatives from the WERRA are  involved in the 

“new school – sub group” meetings at the school so that we can con-
tinue to support the School’s staff & governors in their work to se-
cure the necessary finance to refurbish, repair & rebuild school fa-
cilities so that it can best serve our growing community.  

We made a commitment to you earlier this year that we would do 
our utmost to keep you informed of the many & varied planning ap-
plications that affect our wards.  Our intention being that we would 
be better able represent your views by ensuring that you had the 
maximum amount of time possible to express your views as early as 
possible in the planning process. Many of you are now regularly 
browsing our website to stay up to date with what is happening – 
thank you for taking the time to do this. 

Indeed comments on a recent development in Vernon close have at-
tracted over 200 “hits” from you to read what is happening there.  
Many locals were prompted to write to the town hall planners to ex-
press their views on the proposed development, and our councillors 
were also delighted to receive the support of local residents who 
took the opportunity to speak for the 3 minutes allowed on how the 
development would negatively impact upon them.  This combined con-
structive action & mutual support between residents and elected of-
ficials is surely the core of our strength and the best way to ensure 
our community develops in the best way to serve our common future 
needs.

It seems as though we will continue to be busy into 2009.

But, there I go again, getting ahead of myself, – before all of that, 
on behalf of WERRA I wish you and your families 

A Very Merry Christmas 
and 

A Peaceful New Year.
Helen Worwood
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Cllr Jean Steer (Deputy Mayor)

West Ewell Ladies Group

I recently had the pleasure of giving a talk to this Group about my 

year as Mayor of Epsom & Ewell for 2007/08 and spent a very 

pleasant time with them.  

This Group meets at 8.00 p.m. on Thursdays at  All Saint’s Church 

Hall, Fulford Road, West Ewell for the period September to May.  It 

is a wonderful opportunity for ladies to meet for a chat and listen to 

speakers, make friends over a cup of tea and biscuits on these dark 

winter evenings.  You will be sure of a warm welcome.  Contact:  Mrs Frances Keaveney 

020 8393 7374

King George’s Recreation Ground, Poole Road

The new playground in this park is now open and, being enjoyed by children under 11 

with something for the slightly older children as well. This completes the Council’s in-

vestment to replace all our out of date playgrounds in several parks and includes also the 

provision of facilities like the Multi-use Games Area (MUGA), tennis, basket ball and 

football in our Recreation Parks.

Honorary Alderman Award

The title of Honorary Alderman has recently been awarded to Alan Carlson in recogni-

tion of his dedication to the Council and residents of the Borough.   Alan served as 

Mayor of Epsom & Ewell during 2001/02.

BOROUGH NEWS

Gatley Avenue Playground.   The borough has installed another piece of equipment and 

tidied up the surrounding area.

Jasmin Road Playground. We have been in contact with Orbit H A about the removal of 

the playground. Orbit are awaiting funding for the landscaping before proceeding.

Shop Forecourt – Hogsmill Way. Cllr Mason has been successful in getting  Surrey to 

install new posts to replace the previous damage that had occurred in this area.

Cox Lane. Recycling area to be tidied up and trees pruned.

Epsom and Ewell High School; 

The reintroduction, by the Head, of the Awards Evening to celebrate the achievement of 

pupils during 2007/8 is welcome.  Mrs Dawson is keen that the school recognises its 

pupils achievements. In January, Mr Guy Blair will be joining the school as Deputy 

Head. We wish him success in his new role.

The GreenArc Bonesgate Improvement Project entered its third year in September. 

The steering group for the project includes Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Royal 

Borough of Kingston Upon Thames, the Environment Agency, Surrey Country Council, 

the Lower Mole Countryside Management Project and has also involved the Ruxley 

Community Partnership. A range of improvements have taken place stretching from 

Chessington  Road to where the stream meets the Hogsmill River. Following the creation 

of a detailed plan the Environment Agency have removed many tons or rubbish, taken 

out redundant concrete weirs, cleared vegetation to open up banks and re-created mean-

ders along the stream. Volunteers from the Lower Mole Project have cleared vegetation 

from alongside paths and have organised a contractor to eradicate Japanese Knotweed.

The next phase of the project is aimed at tackling the problem of residents dumping gar-

den and other waste on to the local nature reserve. The boundary with properties in Row-

den Road is due to see a pilot project take place by February 2009 where vegetation and 
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rubbish will be removed to create a 10m clear strip which can be easily accessed in future 

to help prevent the problem reoccurring. If successful this approach may be adopted 

along the many miles of boundary with residential properties both on the Hogsmill Local 

Nature Reserve and other sites. If you have any questions about the project please call 

01372 732000 and ask to speak to a member of the Countryside Team.

ROAD SAFETY

Horton Lane Speeding Vehicles.

The problem of speeding vehicles in Horton Lane has been a long 

running issue since the road was upgraded 10 years ago. Al-

though cars have been recorded breaking the 40 mph speed limit 

the problem is mainly with motorcycles, many of whom have been 

using the road for competitive purposes. 

This road is the number one complaint site for speeding in the Bor-

ough and Casualty Reduction Officer for Surrey Police, John Fruen; 

has been working with the Safety Camera Partnership in order to 

obtain a speed camera for the road. With recent covert speed traps recording speeds of 96 

MPH he is fairly confident that he has statistics to justify a speed camera at on this road. 

Interestingly, new rules that come into effect in November mean that the justification for 

speed cameras is no longer solely based on accident reports and comments from the pub-

lic can be taken into account. Although it is hoped that a positive decision about this will 

have been made by the time you read this, there is still time to make the safety partner-

ship aware of your experience & your views on the problems in this area. Please write to 

Safety Camera Partnership at P.O. BOX 930, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 8WU. 

Pedestrian Crossing Timings in Chessington Rd and Hook Road

I am concerned that some of the crossing lights in Chessington 

Rd/Hook Rd that were installed with the upgraded road layout 

have very long waiting times before changing in the pedestrians 

favour. This could in some circumstances lead to people crossing 

early and putting their safety at risk. I have made a study of the 

times of the crossings between Ruxley Land and Danetree Rd 

(including the crossing by the Golf Club entrance) and have sent 

these figures to be discussed at the Surrey Local Committee meet-

ing of 1st December. I have also asked that the crossing where Chessington Rd and 

Spring St converge be checked as I feel that this responds too quickly; resulting in delays 

for motorists because children run to the lights and press the button but do not cross until 

their parent has caught up, by which time the lights have changed back to the road phase! 

I feel that for the safety and mutual respect for users of roads and pavements, our light 

controlled crossings need to be as efficient as possible.      Cllr D Phillips

CRIME REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP TO TACKLE 

GRAFFITI.

Graffiti is a crime (Criminal Damage)  and a blight on 

our environment.

We are all probably, sadly, aware of the mindless daub-

ings of the ‘graffiti vandals’ in our community which 

often leads to community dereliction and an enhanced 

fear of crime fostering in some cases even more anti social behaviour.
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It becomes a financial burden on businesses and your local council (your money) in deal-

ing with its removal.

The Epsom and Ewell Crime Reduction Partnership have joined forces with the Borough 

Council and Crimestoppers to tackle this unsightly anti social and criminal behaviour. 

The partnership is offering £100 to anyone who calls Crimestoppers with information 

about graffiti vandals operating in the Borough which subsequently leads to an arrest. 

This  information can be given anonymously and your calls will not be traced. 

To call Crimestoppers telephone 0800 555111. To report graffiti for removal telephone 

the Council on 01372 732000 or log on to www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk. 

NEW REGULATIONS FOR PLANNING DEVELOPMENT

Under new regulations that came into effect from 1 October 2008 planning permission 

for many developments of your property have been relaxed. These cover a wide range 

of works which can be undertaken to extend or alter a dwelling house or to carry out 

building operations within the garden area. 

Some of the allowances are more generous than was previously the case and permit 

householders to undertake certain works without the need for planning permission.  Oth-

ers are more restrictive such as the need to get planning permission to pave your front 

garden under certain circumstances.

Extensions, except to the roof, no longer have volume limitations but are restricted 

instead by height and projection from the original wall.

The following are some examples of the changes:-

An Extension or Addition to your house subject to the following conditions.

1. no more than half the area around the original house.

2. no extension to to be higher than highest point of roof.

3. maximum depth of a single storey rear extension 3 mtrs. for an attached house and 4 

mtrs. for a detached property.

4. two storey extensions no closer than 7 mtrs. to rear boundary.

5. no verandas, balconies or raised platforms.

6. upper floor side facing windows to be obscure-glazed and any opening to be 1.7 mtrs 

above floor level.

Conservatories:  

A conservatory is treated exactly the same as any other exten-

sion under planning regulations, regardless of the materials 

used.

The new limits and conditions for what is allowed without the 

need for planning permission apply largely to the dimensions 

of the proposed addition, its position to the house and its prox-

imity to your boundaries.

Paving your front gardens::   You will not need planning permission if a new replace-

ment driveway/hardstanding of any size uses permeable (or porous) surfacing, such as 

gravel, permeable concrete block paving or porous asphalt, or if the rainwater is directed 

to a lawn or border to drain naturally.

If the surface to be covered is more than five square metres planning permission will 

be needed for laying traditional, impermeable driveways/hardstanding that does not 

control rainwater running off onto roads.
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Access the interactive web site at: http:www.planningportal.gov.uk and 

www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningbuilding/pavingfrontgardens

N.B. It is recommended that you still seek advice from the Planning Department 

to ensure clarity of the new regulations. 

Please remember that Building Regulations still apply.. Call 01372 732000.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS UPDATE.

All planning applications for our wards are placed on the 

WERRA website when they are received. Please do have a 

look at this from time to time as an application may affect 

you and there is only a short time span when comments can 

be accepted either in writing or on-line. Your WERRA com-

mittee, look at the applications received at their monthly 

meetings, and if they consider this may have a wider impact 

and relevance outside the limited consultation area (notified 

by letter from the Planning Department) then WERRA will 

inform residents of this. 

Though WERRA will write with their concerns, it is the 

opinions of residents that really count.  Jan Mason for Ruxley & Clive Smitheram for 

West Ewell are the councillors representing the WERRA wards on the planning commit-

tee, they & the other committee members have to base their decisions on planning legis-

lation; only you, the resident, can say how a development will affect you and your 

neighbourhood. So come along to the first part of our monthly meeting (7.30-8pm) and 

tell us so we can advise you, or contact Helen and let her know.

In the last month residents in Vernon Close, were informed by WERRA about a 2nd 

planning application for the demolition of two bungalows and erection of a two storey 

building (with roof accommodation)  comprising 8 x 1 bedroomed flats and 2 x two bed-

roomed flats with associated parking.

Due partly to the letters received, the application was turned down unanimously by the 

Planning Committee and WERRA informed the residents immediately affected by this.  

Similarly, opposition to the development planned for the former Plough Public House 

resulted in this application also being refused. 

In the event of either of these applicants taking the refusals to appeal, a Public Hearing 

has been requested so that individuals can (and must) have their say.

The application planned for the Hawkins’ Garage site in Ruxley Lane, was refused by 

the Planning Officers. 

CHOICE BASED LETTINGS 

A new partnership scheme is underway in the Borough.  We 

have joined forces with Mole Valley, Reigate and Banstead 

and Tandridge Councils under a ‘Home Choice Scheme.  This 

assist social housing applicants to bid for properties in the Bor-

ough, in areas they would like to live. All properties that Epsom 

and Ewell and  local housing associations have available are 

advertised on the web site www.eebc-homechoice.org.uk 

weekly.  Applicants can bid by telephone or on line from mid-

night every Thursday to midnight the following  Wednesday and applicants will have up 

to three bids each week.  In addition, a joint East Surrey Home Choice initiative will 
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advertise up to 10% of all social rented homes that become available in the four Council 

areas giving all applicants the opportunity to move within the four authority areas.

For further information call 01372 732000.

ALLOTMENTS

Having noticed when I visited several allotment sites, that 
there were a number of plots which were overgrown and also 
some uncultivated ones.  I suggested in the Summer that the 
subject of Allotments should be added to the agenda of the 
next Leisure Committee Meeting. There is a waiting list for 
plots which I would like to see reduced.  It sounds a simple 

matter of contacting plot holders who are not using their plots to give them up if they 
are unable to carry out the necessary work required to maintain them.  Under the cur-
rent Tenancy Agreements the Council are required to give what is at the moment, is 
quite a lengthy period of notice. At the Leisure Committee meeting held in October, it 
was decided by the Committee members (of which I am one)  that the Council would 
review the Tenancy agreements in place, as these had not been revised for a number of 
years.  It was also agreed that the process of securing vacant possession in cases of 
non-cultivation would be examined.  Suggestions were made to allow further plots to 
become available which would reduce the waiting time.  Large vacant plots could be 
divided so that smaller plots could also be offered. i.e. quarter or half plots which may 
suit allotment beginners, who would find the size easier to manage and maintain.
Within the Borough, there are some allotment sites which are self-managed and this also 
will be looked at in the future.
Public interest in allotments and growing your own fruit and vegetables has increased 
partly due to the spiralling cost of food, and also the health benefits for young and old 
alike.
The Leisure Committee is due to receive a further report in March 2009, detailing pro-
gress and recommending revisions to the Tenancy Agreements and process of securing 
vacant possession in cases of non-cultivation.
I look forward to bringing you some positive news in future articles. 
Cllr Carol Jay

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL
Highway Resurfacing: 

The following roads in Cllr Mason’s Division have now been resurfaced:-Larkspur 

Way, Rowden Road, Longford Court, Oakdale Road. This is in addition to Longmead 

Road and Chessington Road which were recently resurfaced.

Confirmation has been received that Lansdowne Road will be resurfaced early 2009 

under the major maintenance programme. Councillor Mason is pressing SCC to put the 

following roads on the list to be surveyed, and hopefully included in the 2010 pro-

gramme for resurfacing:-Danetree Road, Chesterfield Road, Amis Avenue and Derek 

Avenue. Gadesden Road has been checked and, although small areas were patched, the 

larger pot holes will be rhino-patched shortly, weather permitting. 

Parking Restrictions: 

Yellow lines are shortly to be installed at  Longmead Road (from Chessington Road to 

Hook Road), Nightingale Drive (junction with Chessington Road). and First Avenue 

(Junction with Green Lanes), Some residents are in favour of further restrictions down 

one side of First Avenue. The situation will be reviewed later, 

Following complaints regarding parking at the junction of Danetree Road and 

Chessington Road, an inspection has been carried out and detailed proposals for parking 

restrictions will be drawn up and presented to the Local Committee. Following approval, 
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the new restrictions will be advertised and, subject to statutory procedures, implemented 

in 2009/10.

Lights on Footpath between Scotts Farm Road and Ruxley Lane 

Some years ago, Cllr Mason was able to get the whole of this path fully lit with new 

lamp columns (there were originally only three). During the last two years incidents of 

vandalism have resulted in three or four lights not working. These were repaired in Feb-

ruary this year. Recently they were damaged again and maintenance contractors found 

that there was also a fault with the supply to the lamp columns. The repair have now been 

carried out. If any resident notices that a light is out - anywhere- please contact SCC on 

03456 009 009, stating the location and the number on the lamp column. If there is a 

problem, please contact Cllr Mason, who is your elected Surrey County Councillor. She 

will deal with any County issues you raise with her.

CLARENDON PARK

Adoption of roads: ! !

At the full Surrey County Council meeting on 

the 14th October, County Cllr Jan Mason asked 

the Executive Member for Environment to 

confirm that the responsibility for the continu-

ing delay in the adoption of the roads by SCC 

now rests solely with the developer. The reply 

confirmed that the continuing delay rests solely 

with the developers as it always has done.  

Until such time as adoption is complete the sites remain 

private and all  responsibility, including ongoing mainte-

nance, rests firmly with the developers.  On Clarendon Park, the developers have entered 

into a Section 38 agreement with SCC and are also close to securing adoption by Thames 

Water of the sewage system. There is some delay here, as Thames Water has told the 

developer that they will not proceed with adoption until the developer arranges adoption 

of the old private hospital sewer, into which the Clarendon Park sewage system con-

nects.. This runs across Horton Lane and the farmland opposite. The developer has ar-

ranged for a detailed survey of this private sewer. Once this situation has been resolved, 

road adoption can be completed. Given the on going delays in adopting the road network. 

Surrey CC has asked  the developers to arrange street sweeping on a monthly basis.

Southfield Park Primary School

GOOD NEWS - On 4 November the Executive Committee agreed the following:

1. that a temporary classroom will be provided for the school for September 2009

2. Approved consulting on the expansion of the school in order to provide sufficient 

primary places in the area

This is the result of many meetings between Councillor Mason and officers over the past 

few years. She is delighted that the Executive Committee has recognised her concerns 

regarding the lack of places at the school, especially for the young residents on Claren-

don Park.

Trees

Jeremy Young, the Borough Tree Officer has advised Cllr Mason that he has carried out a 

survey of mature trees, and remedial work will be carried out in January/February.

 Copyright Roger Miller and licensed for 

reuse under Creative Commons Licence.
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EPSOM HOSPITAL

Understanding what is going on at Epsom General Hospital is made very difficult with 

the continual changes to services, new initiatives, changes to top management, even 

threats to the hospital itself. We are indebted to Cllr. Eber Kington for creating the 

NHS ‘Epsom Hospital Made Simple’ guide.

Part of the problem of trying to analyse what is going on at Epsom General is the large 

number of different Authorities and Trusts that operate within the NHS itself, all of which 

seem to impinge on our local hospital.  In simple terms, both Epsom General and St He-

lier Hospitals are managed by Epsom and St Helier Hospital University Trust (ESHUT), 

and it is best to focus on the activities of ESHUT in order to understand the changes cur-

rently under discussion. 

The Trust is working alone, and with others, to make changes in services provided by 

Epsom General Hospital (EGH).  Detailed in the table above are the current programmes 

and activities being undertaken by the Trust.  One programme is an internal review, fo-

cusing on internal administrative and service changes, a second is a major review of both 

Maternity & Paediatrics, whilst the third relates to discussions with Denbies Charitable 

Trust over the latter’s proposal to take over the management of EGH and to make it a 

Centre of Excellence.

Residents’ Association Councillors have made Championing Health Service Improve-

ments a key priority for the Borough Council and, whilst we cannot directly control what 

goes on, we can use our influence to participate in any Consultation exercises, and the 

Borough Council’s Health Liaison Panel can call the Trusts’ Managers to give evidence 

and answer questions at Panel; Meetings at the Town Hall.  In addition, Auriol RA Coun-

cillor Chris Long, who is the Chairman of the Borough’s Social  Committee, is a member 

of the Denbies’ Programme Steering Group which is monitoring these developments.

In September the Borough Council set out its programme of Activities in regard to the 

Health Service. It  included a Service Charter showing very clearly how your RA Coun-

cillors will work to ensure a high quality, local and community based service at Epsom 

General Hospital.  Championing Health Service Improvements also means continuing to 
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work with residents and other groups and individuals who have interest of Epsom Gen-

eral Hospital at heart.

Health Service reform can be a complex issue, and one that can so easily be dominated 

by managers and anonymous health officials.  However, it is a commitment by your RA 

Councillors that, whenever and wherever possible, we will ensure that our residents’ 

voice is heard before the key decisions are made.

SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAMS

WEST EWELL

More police personnel on the beat, closer relationships with communities and 

partners and more targeted action on criminal activity and anti social behav-

iour.

You can visit the police station or you can meet your local team at the regular 

Neighbourhood Panel Meetings held at the Harrier Centre, King George V Rec-

reation Ground, Poole Road. 

Future meeting dates are:  Wednesdays 17th December 2008, 11th March 2009!

and 3rd June 2009  ALL MEETINGS START AT 7-30PM

To contact Surrey Police or to report a crime or an incident call 0845 125 2222.

Only call 999 in a genuine emergency requiring urgent police attendance. If you 

want to give information anonymously on crime or criminal activity call Crime 

Stoppers on 0800 555111.

Neighbourhood Officers can be contacted in person. 

PC Will Davies -07967 987767, 

email Davies2881@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Tracey Cope 07967 988728 

email Cope12339@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO Jamie Clarke - 07967 98887 

email Clarke12586@surrey.pnn.police.uk.

PCSO Lindsey Richards-07967 986358 

email. richards11317@surrey.pnn.police.uk

RUXLEY - MEET THE BEAT’ 

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team comprises 

PC Elena Polo-Fernandez-(NSO) 07967 986752,

email Polo-Fernandez3701@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO David Whatmough 07967986072. 

email Whatmough12434@surrey.pnn.police.uk

PCSO  Gavin Taylor- 01483 638 758 -

email Tyler13314@surrey.pnn.police.uk

and   Working with you and our partner organisations, such as the Borough 

and County Councils, we tackle those neighbourhood issues that matter most 

to you. At local Neighbourhood Panel Meetings you decide what our policing 

priorities should be. It may be that we need to work closely with local council-
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lors or other agencies to achieve those objectives but we will always keep you 

informed of progress. 

Below are the dates of our new format Neighbourhood Panel Meetings for Rux-

ley which will be chaired by PC Elena Polo-Fernandez and run jointly with 

Councillor Jan Mason.  Please come along and have your say.

Cox Lane Day Centre, Cox Lane Fridays, 21 Nov 2008  27 Mar 2009 at 10am 

Class J3, 6th Form Block (polling station)E & E High School, Ruxley Lane

Thurs, 22 Jan 2009 and  Thurs 21 May 2009 at 7pm.

Following our last Neighbourhood Panel Meeting, anti-social behaviour in Gat-

ley Avenue was raised as a priority and we responded by increasing our patrols 

of the area.  Meanwhile, Councillor Jan Mason has worked with us to get a tem-

porary CCTV installed in the road which is now up and running.  

Your Safer Neighbourhood Team has worked tirelessly with several other agen-

cies, including Rosebery Housing and Environmental health, in attending court 

on a number of occasions to successfully obtain a variety of injunctions and ex-

clusion orders to address issues that had been affecting the lives of residents in 

the area.

WARNINGS

Scams

At this time of the year in particular, you may be subject to many con artists op-

erating to get money from you.  Please take care and be aware. “ If in doubt, 

keep them out”

Postal Scams

A scam letter has been sent to some local residents claiming to be from the Euro 

City International Lottery Commission telling the recipients that they have won 

a large amount of money.  To claim the prize you are asked to fill in the enclosed 

form with your bank details and ring an international number in Madrid.  

PLEASE JUST THROW IT AWAY.  The point is that if you haven’t entered a 

lottery you couldn’t have won anything.  

Lock it up.

Epsom Police are warning people to remember about lock-

ing away garden tools such as shovels and spades and there 

has been a couple of burglaries where these implements have 

been used to force open doors and windows. 

Trading standards

You may find it useful to contact Trading Standards “Buy 

w i t h C o n fi d e n c e ” w e b s i t e a t 

www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk if you want to find a reputable trader to carry 

out work on your home or call Consumer Direct on 08454 040506.
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RUXLEY CHURCH – THE SAGA CONTINUES….

It’s now close to two decades since St Francis Church in 

Ruxley Lane was underpinned as a result of subsidence. 

After many months of fund-raising and sacrificial giving 

the congregation were delighted at the prospect of worship-

ping in a stable building. But by 1995, less than a year after 

Stuart Thomas took over as parish priest, the rest of the 

building was falling away from the underpinned part.

Expert opinion indicated clearly that its condition was terminal, so the decision 

was made to share the building of Ruxley Methodist Church, just 300 metres 

down the road. Out of this coming together emerged the now united Ruxley 

Church in 2002. But they needed new premises. Stuart’s vicarage was crum-

bling, and while a welcome home from home the Methodist building was barely 

adequate for present purposes, let alone future growth. And so with architect 

Martin Heijne an imaginative scheme was drawn up encompassing both sites, 

which received final planning consent in May 2007. Construction work started 

on the new house in May this year, and Stuart hopes to be moving in with his 

family shortly before Christmas. But while thankful that this first phase is almost 

complete, sadly the congregation has had to put its plans for the church centre on 

hold until sufficient money can be raised by selling the land for  housing. The 

offers received were nowhere near enough to enable building work to begin in 

early 2009, so rather than write off all the consultant’s fees and costs for work 

already done the decision was made to put the rest of  the scheme on hold until 

the present economic crisis abates and adequate funding can be obtained. As if 

this wasn’t trouble enough for one congregation, a deliberately-started fire in 

August has rendered a small part of the building unusable for a few weeks. But 

the congregation hasn’t lost heart and after cleaning up will be addressing how 

they move forward for the time being. 

“After so much effort in designing and planning this church centre it’s obviously 

frustrating for all of us to have to put the scheme on ice for a while” said Stuart. 

“Our new house now obscures the church building rather, and there’s not much 

car-parking space, but that doesn’t prevent us from fulfilling our calling as best 

we can within our present limitations. At the moment our new building seems a 

long way off, but you never know – God has a way of taking us by surprise, so 

for now we’ll be watching that space!”

Stuart Thomas - Anglican Minister, Ruxley Church
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150 YEARS OF EWELL WEST STATION
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  SATURDAY 4TH APRIL 2009

A large number of the residents in West Ewell have travelled from Ewell 

West Station down the years and some are doubtless unaware that the sta-

tion is part of the original line from Raynes Park to Epsom and has been 

in service for 150 years. To mark the 150th anniversary it is intended to 

have a day of displays, activities  and events at Ewell West rail station and 

car park which will be informative, interesting and fun.

Ewell West station still retains the buildings of the time.  The history of the 

past 150 years will be explored and a day provided with fun for all ages.

Admission will be free but there will be plenty of opportunity to support the 

St Johns Ambulance and the Mayors Charity Fund.

There will be activities throughout the day with vintage bus rides between 

the station and  Nescot.  Fairground Organ.  St Mary’s Morris Dancers.  Vet-

eran steam roller.  Ride a steam pulled scale model train.  Model rail layouts 

of Epsom and Ewell.  Bouncy castle and much, much more. Organised by 

Ewell Village Residents Association in co-operation with South West Trains, 

the GRAND OPENING will be performed by Nicholas Owen and the Mayor 

of Epsom and Ewell.

For more and current information visit www.ewell150.co.uk

Image courtesy of Surrey Libraries and is held in the  Epsom & Ewell Local And Family 
History Centre Collection
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OUR EXCELLENT CHAIR, HELEN, IS DOING TOO MUCH!

As well as chairing monthly WERRA meetings, dealing with 

inquiries from residents, writing letters about planning appli-

cations, meeting school governors etc she also allocates and 

delivers the newsletters to the road stewards. On top of this she 

has a full time job and is a wife and mother!

The committee would like to relieve her of responsibility for the 

allocation of the newsletters as soon as possible so we are seek-

ing someone, particularly in Ruxley Ward, to take this role on.  

This is very much a "part time job", an evening to sort the newsletters into bundles 

for the road stewards and a half day to deliver them to them, 3 times a year. In return 

you will get to know the road stewards, the area you live in and possibly identify 

some of the problems that that need to be dealt with.

Please contact Helen, in confidence, for an chat about what's involved if you think 

you may be able to help. 

Additionally road stewards are needed to deliver newsletters to:-

• Ruxley:Ruxley lane (122 - 240), Cox Lane, Lavender Rd, Cherwell Court, Mole 

Court, Longford Court, Millais Way.

• West Ewell: Revere, Newton Court.

NEWSLETTER

Getting the traditional newsletter (and when required other information) to resi-

dents who live in ‘gated’ developments and communal buildings can be quite a 

problem.   So please spread the word that the Newsletter and other WERRA infor-

mation can be viewed ‘on line’ at: www.werra.org.uk.

*BREAKING NEWS! BREAKING NEWS!*
**SCHOOL ADMISSIONS CHANGES**

      WHAT ARE SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL PROPOSING?

SCC are proposing that any schools that  have infant and junior schools on adjoining 
sites change their admissions criteria. Priority  for entry into the junior school  would 
be given to pupils already in the  infant school.! In this area this means that children 
at Wallace Fields Infants will  have priority entry to Wallace  Fields Juniors and chil"
dren at The Mead will have priority entry to Auriol.! 

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT FAMILIES IN 

WEST EWELL AND RUXLEY?

Many pupils !om the WERRA  area enjoy a great early years education at Ewe" Grove befor# 
moving onto Danetree Junior School at year 3.  So it is tempting to believe  that they wi" b#  
una$ected by these changes.
However: Parents will have  to think to the future when choosing their infant school 
preferences, being forced to select their child#s infant school with the likelihood of 
getting a place at junior school in mind.! This reduces parental choice: For example, 
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even if a parent wants their child to go to Ewell  Grove, they may be obliged to 
choose another infant school in order to guarantee a junior school place.!
Consequently Ewell Grove may receive fewer $rst preference choices from Parents 
who are keener to get their children into a linked school. People who put Ewell 
Grove as a second or third preference may  take up a place hoping that they will be 
able to move their child at a later date to their $rst preference school, not really 
committing themselves to Ewell Grove.! 
This raises the fear that Ewell Grove will  become a transient school with a changing 
population and a less cohesive community.! With a less secure working environment 
there will be issues concerning recruiting and retaining sta%. If children are at a 
school that has a transient population and transient teaching sta% it is probable that 
they would be less likely to be able to ful$l  their potential.! This is because!there 
would be less continuity of education, di%erent teachers and di%erent classmates, 
friendships formed by young children may also be transient  and this will have a nega"
tive impact on their social and emotional development.
Ultimately  there is the possibility  that Ewell Grove would not receive  enough appli"
cations to remain a viable school and it would have to close. Reducing the choices of 
infant school education from WERRA area parents further still.  As an area with a 
reputation of having access to great schools the loss of one such school, could have a 
damaging e%ect on house prices.  Furthermore, the possibility of a greater number of 
children needing to be driven to schools further away & the impact that would have 
on our already congested roads & environment is something that should concern all 
of us & not just parents.
The consultation period for these proposals is being held from 12th Nov. to 9th  Janu"
ary 2009. If you would like  to take part, there is a response form available on the 
Surrey CC website,! www.surreycc.gov.uk/schooladmissionconsultation,! where you 
can register your comments.
Alternatively contact Surrey County Council#s Contact Centre on Tel  08456 009 
009 for a hard"copy response form. Residents could also write directly to Mrs Anne 
Macavoy, Admissions and Transport Team, SW Area O'ce, Grosvenor House, Lon"
don Square, Cross Lanes, Guildford, GU1 1FA to express their views on this pro"
posed change.
The WERRA committee are already very concerned about these proposals & their 
implications &  but we need to hear your views. &  Please call  or email us &  or use the 
forum on www.werra.org.uk
To read more deta i l on the proposa l s p lea se  log onto 
www.protectewellgrove.bravehost.com                                              Helen Worwood, Chair

%Nathan in Diamond class mum&

   SMALL AD.

* Friendly reliable local window cleaner *

Smear free windows! No job too big or too small!

Call Wayne for free quote. (0208 393 9344 or 07909554178.)
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SMALL AD.

*JJ DECOR*

Painting Decorating - Property Maintenance - Handyman

www.jjdecor.co.uk""" 0845 230 4590
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