
Winter Newsletter 2009

Fireworks at Hook Road Arena - 

November 2009



WERRA COMMITTEE
 President (Party Leader): Ron Gee OBE

Chair and Road 
Steward Co-ordinator
020 8394 1622

Helen Worwood

37 Heatherside Road 
helenworwood@ntlworld.com

Secretary
020 8224 9226 

Gill Smitheram
63 Heatherside Road
gill.smitheram@ntlworld.com

Treasurer 
020 8393 9381

Elsie Phillips
7 Northcroft Road
Elsiephillips@ntlworld.com

Editor

020 8224 8872

Sheila Martin MBE 
31 Chesterfield Road, 
smm.mac@mac.com

Ward Councillors

West Ewell Jean Steer

020 8393 6851

3 Green Lanes, West Ewell

jsteer@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Clive Smitheram

020 8224 9226

63, Heatherside Rd, West Ewell,

csmitheram@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Carol Jay

020 8786 8460

116, Meadowview Road, West Ewell.

cjay@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Ruxley Jan Mason 
020 8397 9325

62, Amis Avenue, West Ewell 

jmason@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Jan Mason is also your elected Surrey County Councillor. for Ruxley, West Ewell and part of Court Ward. 
Through her you can communicate concerns you have that are the responsibility of the County e.g roads, 
road maintenance, transport and lighting. Residents are kept informed about what is happening in West 
Ewell and Ruxley through our 4 monthly newsletter which is distributed free of charge to every residence 
in each ward. 

Further information about WERRA is available on our web site www.werra.org.uk. Meetings are held in 
the Webber Hall, at the rear of All Saints’ Church, Fulford Road on the first Wednesday of the month 
(except August) at 7.30pm. Phone Gill on 0208 224 9226 if you want to come.

VISIT OUR WEB FORUM  

 Do you have an issue that you feel needs debating by residents of West Ewell, 

Ruxley and Clarendon Park? 

If so, why not log on to the Web Forum and have your say. The Forum gives 

residents the opportunity to raise and discuss issues they consider to be important.. 

A link to the Forum can be found down the left hand column of the WERRA web 

site. www.werra.org.uk.
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View from the Chair……………..
Writing this just after the hour has gone back Summer 
seems a very long time ago!  We did however make hay whilst 
the sun shone and WERRA councillors and committee 
members took advantage of the lighter evenings to get out 
and about, to personally deliver some newsletters and meet 
and chat with many residents.  One issue came across as an 
area of concern from pretty much every road we visited.  It 
seems a good many of you are very worried about parking on grass 
verges.  We are however uncertain of the consensus view of residents.  
The opinions of neighbours see–sawed between demands for protection 
for every grass verge in every street to a plea for every verge to be 
concreted over or dug out to create desperately needed parking.  We 
have tried to summarise each viewpoint in articles in this newsletter but 
we really need to hear all your views on this debate by joining the forum, 
coming to a meeting to talk directly to us.
Following on from our commitment at the AGM to make ourselves more 
accessible to residents in Ruxley we held our last monthly meeting at the 
Cox lane centre.  We were joined by a number of residents, some of who 
were visiting the centre for the first time.  All who attended agreed it is 
a hidden treasure of a venue and I only wish that we could meet more of 
you there every other month as our pattern of alternating meetings 
between Ruxley and West Ewell becomes more established, however our 
Wednesday meeting time clashes with a long established booking there 
so the hunt is on for an alternative venue in Ruxley – we will keep you 
informed through the website of our progress. 
Our commitment to delivering you a really great newsletter that you 
want to keep remains as strong as ever, however we have been hit really 
hard by the costs of running two elections in a relatively short space of 
time.  Consequently we are more than ever reliant on receiving 
subscriptions from all households in our area.  If we haven’t managed to 
call on you to collect a subscription recently please can you try to drop 
£2 into one of the councillors or committee members who live close to 
you - all our details are on the inside front cover.  Thank-you.  
Wishing you all a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Helen
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
A Happy Christmas to you all and Best Wishes for a Prosperous and Peaceful New Year.

For my Christmas Card this year I have chosen a painting by the talented West Ewell artist, 

Rebecca de Mendonca. The picture shows children 

playing near the stepping stones   along the Hogsmill 

River at West Ewell.

I was very pleased that, yet again, pupils from Epsom 

and Ewell High School attended the Remembrance 

Day Service in the town centre, and were able to join 

me afterwards in the Council Chamber.

My Grand Charity Ball will be a Five-Star occasion in 

the Queen’s Stand on Epsom Downs on Saturday 24 

April 2010. (Tickets Brian Angus: 020 8393 1749 or 

email:bangus@tiscali.co.uk).

MEMBERSHIP OF THE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
During the Summer, members of the Association's Committee together with Councillors, called on 

residents in a number of roads with a newsletter and to explain about being a member of the 

Association and why it is important.! 

It became obvious that there are many new residents in the area who do not understand the ethos 

of the Resident Association (WERRA) and would like more information. 

If you are new to the area and would like to know more, do get in touch with any of the 

Councillors or Committee members (details inside front cover) or come along to one of our 

meetings.

We will be out and about visiting different roads over the next few months, though perhaps not in 

the coldest winter months, when it gets dark early and residents are less likely to want to open 

their doors.. 

“REMEMBER TO CHECK OUR IDENTIFICATION”!
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FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH
The Borough council conferred the title of Honorary Freeman of the Borough of 

Epsom and Ewell on David John Smith on the 4th November 2009, !  in 

recognition and appreciation of his long service to the Borough and to the 

Community over 23 years.

David was Town Clerk and Chief Executive for 23 years and retired this year.!!! 

During his time with the borough council, in addition to his duties, he served as a 

Conservator of the Downs, was Chairman !  of the Nonsuch Management 

Committee, the Crime and Disorder Partnership and was involved with many 

other organisations in the borough.

PLANNING
Each Friday the Chair and Secretary of WERRA receive a copy of all the planning applications for 

the Borough.  They are known as ‘canaries’ because of their bright yellow colour!  Applications 

relating to the 2 wards are studied with particular interest.  A decision may then be made by the 

Committee to circulate general details of the application so residents can find out more and 

comment on the application personally, should they wish to do so. 

Plough Road – 

The latest application for redevelopment of the Plough Pub site has been refused on the grounds 

that there was no provision of affordable housing within the application.

Out of the wards.  

A lot of interest has been generated by plans to redevelop Epsom Station, The Water Tower at 

Livingston Park and the Upper High Street.  If you have an opinion about these proposals then let 

us know. 

LEISURE
The Council has a programme of Health Walks for residents to take part and enjoy 

the outdoors and step into fitness.! 

Walks are for all ages and abilities.! Trained walk leaders are present at all times and 

it is a great way to meet new friends.!Walks are 30 minutes or one hour and include 

Sundays.!  !A leaflet is available from the Town Hall showing the meeting places, 

which are all in parks and open spaces. !  Or telephone the Leisure Developments 

Team on 01372 73200.

GROWING LOCALLY
An initiative to promote the growing and selling of fruit and vegetables will shortly be ‘bearing 

fruit’ locally.  

WERRA is pleased to support the lottery grant application by The Old Moat Garden Centre, in 

Horton Lane (part  of the charity Richmond Fellowship) to develop its walled garden as part of the 

national ‘Grow Local scheme’.  

Funding will enable the centre, which provides horticultural work experience and training for 

people with mental health problems, to grow, store and sell the produce grown at the Centre to 

local residents.  In addition there will be opportunities for anyone to learn how to ‘grow it 

themselves’.    

Don’t forget that a large variety of Christmas Trees can be bought from the Centre 

Monday – Saturday from the beginning of December.
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BOROUGH

Cox Lane: 

The Borough Council has installed fencing around the green area outside No 27 to stop parking 

and storage of garden refuse.

Larkspur Way: 

Posts have been reinstated on the green area to prevent cars parking.

Gatley Avenue Shopping Parade: 

The area behind the shops has been tidied up, and new fencing installed.

Holman Road: 

The amenity area at the end of this road has been cleaned up and all the loose slabs replaced with 

tarmac. A great improvement!

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL

Epsom Hospital Cluster - Update

St Ebbas Hospital
Work is progressing well both on and off site. Show homes are now open with house construction 

well under way including the construction of the new road network within the site to serve the 

development.

The improvements to Hook Road, as part of this development are also progressing well and will be 

predominantly complete by the end of December. A new access into St Ebba’s has been created 

which provides safe access both to the development and the existing hospital on the site. The 

existing access has been retained for now to serve the show homes. The new footway/cycleway is 

now in place, new boundary fencing going up and resurfacing of Hook Road has commenced.

Improvements to Chessington Close as part of the redevelopment of St Ebba’s will follow directly 

after Hook Road works are complete. This will include resurfacing of the junction and a new 

variable message sign.

Clarendon Park
It is anticipated that Surrey County Council  will adopt the road network within Clarendon Park by 

the end of 2009. All highway matters are concluded and all that remains is a couple of minor issues 

with Thames Water. As soon as these are resolved, which is expected shortly, adoption can be 

concluded. “STOP PRESS: Residents in Clarendon Park will be pleased to know that 

the roads were adopted by SCC and Thames Water on 26 November 2009.”

HIGHWAYS AND PAVEMENTS

Watersedge - Access Improvement:

Cllr Mason made a successful bid to carry out improvements to pavements to provide drop kerbs 

around the estate. Work is now completed, and many residents have welcomed the improvements.

Eastcroft Road: 
The uneven pavements have now been completely re-done in black asphalt, which is a great 

improvement. 

There are other areas in need of work. We are managing to get Surrey County Council to carry out 

remediation work, but there are obviously priorities and of course financial restraints in this 

present climate.

Deep Clean - Street Cleaning is being arranged in several West Ewell Roads at the moment and 

notices have been put up on lampposts in relevant roads asking residents not to park there on the 

day they are doing the street cleaning.
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Parking
Surrey County Council has taken powers to enable the prosecution of drivers who park across 

dropped kerbs or who double park. This is part of the Police and County Council's Drive Smart 

campaign aimed at tackling antisocial driving

Gritting our Roads. 

You may recall the problems last February when Epsom and Ewell experienced the heaviest fall of 

snow in the country and the County Council's gritting regime failed to cope and was severely 

criticised. A new winter maintenance scheme has now been drafted and your RA County 

Councillors have scored a major success. Despite an initial decision not to consult local county 

councillors over the priority list for gritting roads, after pressure from RA councillors the new 

winter maintenance scheme will be sent to local councillors so that they can identify the key roads 

used by Residents to move about the Borough. 

Salt Bins.
There is not such good news on the siting of salt bins. Surrey County Council wants to remove 

some salt bins and wants them only to be installed where there are extreme bends, high gradients, 

major crossing points for pedestrians or high volumes of traffic. If you are concerned about this, 

and/or know of a bin that has been removed let  you RA Councillors know. They will  continue to 

argue the case for keeping these salt bins in place. 

PHASE 4 WAITING RESTRICTIONS
The following roads form part of the next proposed phase of parking restrictions:-

Carnforth Close, DanetreeRoad/Chessington Road - Danetree Close/Danetree Road, First Avenue, 

Jasmin Road, Longmead Road/Gibraltar Crescent - Junction Fendall Road/Ruxley Lane - Orchard 

Close.

Proposals may be viewed at Bourne Hall Library, Epsom Library or Epsom Town Hall. The 

proposals will also be advertised in the Guardian for 4 weeks during December. Cllr Mason has 

asked for signs to be placed on lamp columns in the roads affected.

These proposals come as a result of requests from residents. Look out for the notices, and  do write 

in to the address provided, if you have concerns, or support what is being proposed. The Local 

Committee will make a decision at the March 2010 meeting.

BLENHEIM ROAD WASTE RECYCLING SITE 

Surrey County Council's decision to ensure that only Surrey residents use their 

recycling centres such as the Epsom recycling centre in Blenheim Road is to be 

welcomed. Our residents cannot use the facilities in Sutton or Kingston and the 

move may save up to £500,000. 

There are 11 Surrey districts who are able to use this site and in future you may be 

asked to show proof that you are a Surrey resident, you may need to ensure on your 

next visit to take some identification  e.g. drivers licence, council tax or utility bill to prove you 

live in Surrey.  Other Councils have also adopted these regulations and one of the benefits to 

Epsom & Ewell residents may be a reduction in vehicles using the site and subsequently a 

reduction in traffic congestion. 

Further information regarding the new system for using the recycling centres can be found on 

Surrey County Council’s website.
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STREET LIGHTING. 
SCC is to enter into a new contract to replace about 80% of our streetlights with modem and 
environmentally friendly street lamps that can be digitally monitored to ensure they are working.

Unfortunately, pending the introduction of the new system, the County Council has decided to 
prioritise repairs to the existing street lights to the extent that many residents are being told that 
their streetlight will  not be repaired or not re-connected to the electricity supply. Given that the 
replacement of the existing lamps will take place over a five year period it is worrying that some of 
our streets will be without functioning streetlights for some time to come. The County Council has 
been asked to publish their priority schedule so that residents know what the policy is. So far, they 
have refused to do so. 
Cllr Mason has recently completed nighttime environmental audits on Longmead Estate (including 
Gibraltar Crescent Estate) and in Ruxley Ward, and reported 9 lights not working. A similar audit 
will be carried out in West Ewell Ward. She is objecting to the SCC’s decision in the strongest 
possible terms

VEHICLE ACTIVATION SIGNS (VAS).
Throughout Surrey the County Council has installed Vehicle Activation Signs (signs that flash a 
warning to drivers exceeding a speed limit).

However, it has now been revealed these signs are only guaranteed for one year, and SCC tell us 
that they do not have the funds to repair many of the VAS which have already ceased to work. The 
County Council's solution is to introduce a new policy by which they will only install new VAS 
with a two year guarantee! How many of us would buy an expensive piece of equipment for our 
homes with just a two year guarantee and with the prospect of a costly repair bill if it all goes 
wrong after that? 

THE EWELL TRAIL
The Mayor, Cllr. Jan Mason opened the Ewell Trail in October.  The trail 
was funded jointly by the Ewell Rotary Club and Epsom & Ewell Borough 
Council to commemorate the centenary of Rotary International and also the 
50th anniversary of the Ewell Rotary Club.

The trail takes you to 24 places/buildings of historic interest in Ewell, which 
you can read about in the Ewell Trail Guide. You may have passed many of 
these buildings marked on the trail, but been unaware of all the history 

connected to them beforehand.  It  is recommend that you take some time for the walk; there is a 
short walk which takes about one hour, or the longer one which takes two and a half hours.  Email 
or phone the Epsom & Ewell Contact Centre at contactus@epsom-ewell.gov.uk or look at the 
Ewell Rotary Club website for further information – www.ewell.rotary.gov.uk

SECRETARY’S NOTES
The WERRA Annual General Meeting has been arranged for Friday April 16th in the Community 
Hall Fulford Road at 7.30pm.  If you have any thoughts as to the main subject/speaker at the 
meeting then please contact me. 

Our October Committee meeting was held at the Cox Lane Community Centre.  It was an ideal 
venue – however, due to other bookings, it is no longer available to us.  Meetings will therefore 
continue on the 1st  Wednesday of the month at the Webber Hall, Church/Fulford Roads West 
Ewell unless an alternative venue in Ruxley Ward becomes available.   

If you have a concern that you would like to discuss with the committee then you are welcome to 
attend the start of the meeting.

Many people new to the area find the idea of having Residents Association Councillors quite 
unusual especially when collectively they form the majority party in the Borough Council 
chamber!  A welcome leaflet to West Ewell & Ruxley Residents Association will be available 
shortly and used to introduce its supporters to you in the hope that you to will want to become a 
member and promote independent local government.                                             Gill Smitheram
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GRASS VERGES 
Aware of the  discontent among many residents about damage 

to grass verges, the Chairman of the Environment Committee 
has asked SCC’s Executive Member for Transportation to set 
up a working group to address the inadequacies of the present County byelaw relating to parking 
on and damage to grass verges.

Grass verges -  two differing views

• Grass Verges - important to the environment.
Nationally, grass verges are recognised as contributing to the grassland resource. 

They are meant to be a visual amenity, making the place look a bit greener. 

Grass verges also allow a certain amount of drainage, which would be lost if the verges 
were concreted over. 

In some areas grass verges house buried services like gas, electric, water and telecoms. 
Where this is the case, repairs can be carried out by digging and replacing the grass verges, 
instead of digging up pavements and patching in a haphazard way.

• Grass Verges - who needs them?
Lets face it most of the grass verges in West Ewell and Ruxley are not a pretty sight!  

Most are heavily rutted from being driven over.  Most are unkempt and full of weeds and 
dog excrement. Most are dust bowls in the summer and mud baths in the winter. 

When the commuter belts around Epsom were built no one anticipated that every 
household would own one car never mind two, or a family car and a van.  We need to re-
evaluate how we live in the 21st Century– and like it or not it’s a car dominant world we 
live in.  No one is going to give up their own car – have you ever noticed that it’s everyone 
else’s car that causes the problems? 

That re-evaluation is going to be hard but we need to examine every street and every verge 
and realistically agree to convert some to parking spaces and sensibly protect the others.  
The longer we postpone that re-evaluation the bigger the mud baths will get…

**    Join the debate on our online forum www.werra.org.uk   **

CRIME PREVENTION AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH PANEL

The Epsom and Ewell  panel was formed by local residents to support the police in 

delivering advice and sign-posting in the area of Crime Prevention and Neighbourhood 

Watch.

The Panel has been involved in many community and national events over the years 

and has been very active in developing Neighbourhood Watch Groups and ‘No Cold 

Calling Zones’

In line with virtually all voluntary groups your local Panel could do with some new members to 

continue this excellent service to the community. If you have a few hours to spare every month or 

so and would be interested in becoming a Panel Member please get in touch with the current 

Chairman, Councillor Clive Smitheram on 0208 224 9226 or csmitheram@epsom-ewell.gov.uk 

YOUR PANEL NEEDS YOU.
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HAVE YOUR SAY AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Neighbourhood Panel Meetings offer you the opportunities !to help set local policing priorities 

defined by the issues that you want them to focus. Please attend meetings and share your views:! 

The next meeting for West Ewell is on 

Wednesday 2 December! 2009 at The Harrier Centre, Poole Road, West Ewell - 7.30 p.m.

The next meeting for Ruxley is on!

Thursday 28 January 2010 at Epsom and Ewell High School Polling Station at 7pm.

You should ring the police to report crimes or incidents of anti-social behaviour on 0845 125 2222 

this helps the police to keep a record of incidents in order to take the necessary action.

Epsom and Ewell West and Epsom and Ewell North Police

LOCAL GUIDE - PUBLICATIONS

A number of publications containing local information are delivered to households in  this and other 

Boroughs around the country. These are independently produced by a number of  publishers without 

consultation with, or endorsement by, the Councils. Councils have no control over what is published. 

Residents have contacted Epsom and Ewell  Borough Council, about  errors, on a number of occasions, 

assuming them to be official Council publications.

EEBC is very  careful  to  ensure that  its publications are value for money. The Borough Guide (sent to 

new residents) which is updated every five years or so and is entirely paid for through advertising, is the 

Council’s only similar publication. It is carefully proofed and contains factual information.

The publishers details appear in each publication. Please contact them direct if you have queries or 

complaints.!
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EDUCATION

News from Danetree Junior School 
I was delighted to be re-elected as Chair of Governors for another year at Danetree and would 

like to take this opportunity to keep you up to date on what’s happening at the school.

You may be aware that Danetree School was placed into ‘Notice to Improve’ in January 2008 by 

Ofsted, just as our new Headteacher, Mrs Neess-Cardie took over. Under her direction the school 

has made rapid improvements and we were proud that this was recognised when Ofsted removed 

us from the NTI category in April 2009.

Our school is at the heart of the West Ewell community and we recognise this by engaging our 

children in a variety of local activities. Recent highlights have been performances by the school 

choir at the Mayor’s ceremony at Ewell Court, and at the local school choir concert at St. Mary’s 

church. 

We celebrated Harvest this year with a difference – by joining in a national School ‘Bake and 

Share’ event. Every class baked a different product, and the children designed and packaged them 

all. Parcels were delivered to a huge range of recipients within the local area – elderly, adults with 

learning difficulties, homeless and unemployed.

We are extremely lucky to have a hard working, caring staff and the support of the parents, 

children and governors to enable us to continue to move forward.

If you are interested in becoming a governor at Danetree Junior School please contact me via the 

school office.

Elizabeth Knee (Chairman of Governors).
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Let them know that you saw their advert in this Newsletter.

Contact Gill Smitheram (020 8224 9228) or Sheila Martin (020 8224 8872)

If you would like to advertise (to more than 5000 households).

Full Page - £120, Half Page £60, Quarter Page - £40, Small Ad - £20

(Special rates for block bookings).
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