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Alan Sursham
MOTOR VEHICLE TECHNICIAN
Registered Office: 1 Orchard Close, West Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, KT19 9NS

!

Your local

MOT TESTER AND SERVICE REPAIRER
Interim Service - £85
Full Service - £145 (Parts and Labour included)
(Cars up to 2000 cc)
QUOTES FOR CARS OVER 2000 cc - PLEASE PHONE

ALL CARS COLLECTED AND DELIVERED
(LOCAL AREAS)

Diagnostics
Brakes
Clutches
Bodywork
Welding etc
Labour Rate £47.50 per hour

Telephone:

Office - 020 8397 8654,
Garage - 07784 716567 (For instant attention)
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CHAIRMAN’S NOTE
Welcome to the Spring edition of our newsletter. Thank you for
taking the time to read this and please read on! I think you
should find the newsletter packed with information about your
local area.
Following a recent litter pick that I took part in, I am going to
focus in on the problem of litter in our area and why I feel it matters so much.
How and where we live matters.
Cleaner streets and parks are the backbone of communities. Street
cleansing alone costs taxpayers almost £1 billion a year in England. The social and environmental costs take that figure even higher, as do the costs to business and tourism. We
can no longer afford to keep paying this bill. Litter kills wildlife. The connection between
discarding bits of plastic on the ground and animals dying is fact. Not littering requires a
minuscule amount of effort. Littering has serious aesthetic, economic and humane costs.
Luckily there is a simple solution – make it socially unacceptable to drop litter.
Dropping litter crosses all social boundaries and we need collective disapproval from the
silent majority who have to put up with being surrounded by other people’s litter. In November I joined a team of volunteers on a litter pick in West Ewell. Whilst it was enjoyable
to meet and spend time with other residents, the sheer amount of litter collected in a relatively small area in a few hours was depressing. The day after the litter pick I walked the
same route we took, and the Coke cans, plastic bottles and wrappers were already being
carelessly discarded once more. When we go back out, later in the year, in Ruxley, it won’t
be a “success” if we fill up the entire back of a pick-up truck again with bags of rubbish as
we did in West Ewell. We will be making a small dent in a problem that is going to get
worse and cost us all more unless attitudes change.
The council has a role in keeping our streets clean, but for every can of coke that is picked
up by the council, there is a cost and money is diverted away from more vital services.
Littering is anti-social – and we all have a responsibility to try and keep where we live
clean and tidy. It matters.
John Moffatt
Visit our Website to keep up to date with local information and to see this Newsletter in
colour.
www.westewellandruxley.org.uk
Useful Numbers
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council - 01372 73200
Police 101 (or 999 in an emergency)
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 5th April at 7.30pm
in the Webber Hall,
(adjacent to All Saints Church, West Ewell.)
All residents are invited to attend to hear from and question your
ward councillors and committee members. There will also be an opportunity to pay your
subscription, allowing you to vote in the election of committee members.
AGENDA:1. Apologies for absence
2. Approval of Minutes of AGM held 6th April 2016
3. Matters arising
4. Election of officers and committee members
5. Treasurer’s Report including Approval of Accounts
6. Chairman’s Report
7. Councillors’ Reports
8. AOB including Adoption of RA candidate for West Ewell Division for Surrey County Council Election

*****
SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Thursday 4th May
Please vote for your RA candidate.

*****
WERRA COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The WERRA committee meetings take place on the 1st Wednesday of the month starting at
7.30pm. Councillors attend when available. All residents are welcome
The next few are on:Annual General Meeting, Webber Hall, West Ewell
• 5th April
No Meeting (County election on the 4th)
• 3rd May
7th
June
6th Form Common Epsom and Ewell High School, Ruxley Lane
•
Webber Hall
• 5th July
There will be no meeting in August
If you wish to attend a meeting with a view to finding out more about WERRA committee
work then please contact the Secretary or Chairman.
All Councillors and Committee members detailed on the inside cover can be contacted by
phone or e-mail to discuss any issues or concerns you may have.
Gill Smitheram (WERRA Sec)
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DUCK RACE
WERRA will be taking a more prominent part in this year’s Hogsmill River
Duck Race organised by Ewell Court RA.
The event will take place on Saturday 6th May from 12 noon with the first
race at 2pm.
WERRA will be providing the opportunity for children (and adults) to decorate their duck should you purchase it on the day.
If you would like more time to ‘prepare your duck’ then they can be obtained from Gill at
63 Heatherside Road (as well as the usual venues) from Tuesday 18th April. More details
will be available on the WERRA website and facebook page nearer the time.
*****
ROAD STEWARDS
are very important people to WERRA.
They deliver our newsletters, with its familiar green cover to all the homes in the two
wards, three times a year ensuring that residents are aware of the issues affecting their areas. They keep their eyes open and report back concerns and help to support RA candidates at Borough and County elections by delivering election material.
If you are able to help, please contact:Clarice (020 8397 1032) if you are local to Ruxley Ward, particularly around Brumfield
and Fendall Roads or Gill (020 8224 9226) for West Ewell Ward. A road steward is required in and around Gibraltar Crescent.
*****
YOUR COUNCILLORS
West Ewell

Barry Nash

Clive Smitheram

Jean Steer

Ruxley

Jan Mason (also on SCC)

Keith Partridge
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Alan Sursham

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL’S COUNCIL TAX RISE
In January the Conservative leadership at SCC announced that they would increase their portion of the council tax by 14.99%. Although SCC’s grant settlement from the Government had been very poor, the fact that Surrey residents
were to pay heavily to resolve the funding crisis was seen by most people to be
unfair and unacceptable.
In the end, and at a chaotic Budget meeting in February which was delayed three
times whilst the Leader of the Council sorted out what he wanted to say, the Conservatives
backed down and went instead for a council tax increase of 4.99%. It was council tax rise
and a budget which could have been prepared and announced much earlier. Instead what we
now have is a rushed proposal, with no detailed plans. Resident Association County Councillors did not vote to endorse the increase because the details of where cuts and service changes
will take place will not be decided and announced by the Cabinet until late March, some seven weeks after the increase was agreed. That is not an open and transparent way to manage
and spend public money.
Why the Conservatives changed their mind is a matter of debate. All indications were that a
referendum, which would have been required to endorse the 14.99%, would have been expensive and produce a NO vote. One theory in the national press was that the Government, late
in the day, promised SCC some additional funding in the future. However that behind the
scenes “deal” had been talked about for some time, and the fact that is there is no additional
money from the Government to support the Council’s services in 2017/2018.
Ever since I have been a county councillor, Residents Association councillors have challenge
financial inefficiencies and waste at SCC, not least at budget time, but year after year the majority group have rejected the savings proposals we have made. For example cutting the cost
of agency staff; reviewing the management structure of the council to save the costs of some
of the high salary posts; ending the waste of empty council care beds costing over £1.5 million a year; and of course two years ago the Conservatives raised their allowances by over
60%. We can only hope that following this year’s chaotic budget setting process SCC will
start to make some serious inroads into tackling the inefficiencies and wasteful spending that
still remain.
County Councillor Eber A Kington
Ewell Court, Auriol and Cuddington RA

*****
STREET LIGHTING
You will already have experienced Surrey County Council’s Part Night
Lighting Programme, whereby most street lights are turned off between
midnight and 5am.
Addressing several concerns raised by a number of residents, Councillors Jan
Mason and Jean Steer, contacted SCC. As a result, certain lights will remain
on for a longer period. Chessington Road will be lit all night. Lights in close
proximity to Ewell (West) Station will be turned off at 1.30am so that those using the last
train do not alight in complete darkness. The bridleway alongside Bakers Fields, leading from
Chessington Road to Hook Road will also be lit until 1.30am. Derek Avenue will remain lit
(dimmed) until 1.30am as it is a route home from Chessington (North Station).
If you still have concerns there is a review process details of which can be found on the following link https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/road-maintenance-and-cleaning/street-lights-traffic-signals-and-signs/part-night-street-lighting/reviews-process-for-partnight-lighting. You can also send an email to PFIstreetlights@surreycc.gov.uk
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EPSOM AND EWELL BOROUGH COUNCIL BUDGET
I have previously written about how the Borough Council is just one
of fifteen local authorities across the country which will lose all its
Revenue Support Grant (RSG) in 2017/2018. That has now happened. Last year the Borough Council received £403K in RSG and
this year nothing. In addition the Government changed the rules on
what is called the New Homes Bonus grant, and has cut that by
£700K. That is a loss of funding of over £1 million in one year and it
seems that the Government has decided that the residents of Epsom
and Ewell should shoulder an unfair and disproportionate burden of cuts to local authority funding. Bearing in mind that a 1% rise in the Borough Council portion of the
council tax brings in just £59K, this is a huge loss of funds.
That said, your Residents’ Association led Council has a good track record of managing the
Borough’s finances, planning ahead and looking at new ways to fund and deliver services.
We have to live within our means, and we are determined to protect the services valued by
our residents.
In February, Borough councillors agreed the Budget for 2017/2018 some key points of
which are:
• An increase in the council tax of £4.95, which equates to10p a week.
• Efficiency savings of £642K.
• No cuts in services.
• A new weekly recycling collection service to be introduced during the spring.
• New vehicles for our Routecall Service.
• A £70K refurbishment of the Longmead Social Centre.
It was also in February that the Borough Council’s independent external auditors Grant
Thornton gave an “unqualified” verdict on the 2015/16 accounts which means the accounts
are to a high standard with no significant issues or concerns. EEBC has now had un-qualified accounts for over 15 years, which is a real credit to the Finance Team and other Officers who manage the Borough’s finances.
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council collects the council tax on behalf of EEBC, SCC and
Surrey Police but only 11% of your council tax goes to Epsom and Ewell Borough Council,
76% of your council tax goes to SCC, and 13% to Surrey Police.
Your EEBC council tax enables EEBC to provide many services including: Recycling,
Street Cleansing, Parks and Open Spaces, Longmead Social Centre, Meals on Wheels, Action on Homelessness, Leisure Activities, The Rainbow Centre, The Playhouse, Environmental Health, Planning and Licensing.
Clive Smitheram

*****
THE BIG SWITCH - RECYCLING
If you want to know more about the changes being made shortly to
recycling, throughout the Borough, please come along to one of these
Roadshows, where you will be able to ask your questions or find out
more.
Ebbisham Centre, Derby Square, Epsom
• 28th to 30th March
4th
to
6th
April
Epsom
Market Square, High Street, Epsom
•
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WEST EWELL
Apart from the issues relating to the school; the ward has been fairly quiet.
Councillors and committee members were present at the All Saints Christmas Market in
late November with two competitions each won by local children and proceeds going to
local charities.
Early in December a Litter Pick was organised by committee member Carol Jay. Local
residents and pupils from Glyn School helped out, the council provided the equipment and
the Rangers collected the filled sacks. The tidy up was much appreciated by people who
observed the work being carried out. A similar venture will be organised for Ruxley Ward.
These litter picks may become regular events although it would great if they were not necessary..
The wet weather, combined with parking on and across the green verges has resulted in
considerable unsightly damage in local roads. Resolving the problem using grass-crete and
posting can be expensive (and therefore not considered by SCC to be viable) and putting in
yellow lines affects residents as well as the need to ‘police’ the affected roads regularly. If
you have any viable solutions then your Councillors would be pleased to hear of them. As
well as attending Council and Committee meetings, one or more of your ward Councillors
is available to meet with residents at the monthly ‘Webber Wednesday’ events detailed
elsewhere in this magazine
*****

RUXLEY
Highways and Pavements in Ruxley and West Ewell
A number of roads and/or pavements in both Ruxley and West Ewell are in need of resurfacing. Roads and pavements are the responsibility of Surrey County Council. Councillor
Mason continues to press them to carry out the necessary work. She is also liaising with
them about road signs and yellow lines on certain roads.
Jasmin Road
Residents will be very aware of the poor state of Jasmin Road. Surrey Highways have said
that they currently do not have the funds to resolve the problem, however Jan has allocated
funds from her Member’s Highway Allocation to, hopefully, get the work done in
2017/2018.
Gatley Avenue
SCC have put this road on their new list of work to be carried out.
Chessington Road /Derek Avenue
Councillor Mason contacted the Borough to establish why the two junctions had not been
replanted and reseeded, and the large multi-road sign replaced. These had been damaged
by SGN in September 2015 and SGN had agreed with the Borough to pay for their restoration.
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EWELL COURT LIBRARY
The New Year has started with some changes at the library……but
don’t worry it’s still the same lovely, friendly place located in historic
Ewell Court House with parkland all around.
Some of you will know that the ‘Friends of Ewell Court Library’ committee is stepping down after many years of providing invaluable support.
Without their efforts this amazing local gem may have been lost for good.
We are all hugely grateful to them and the volunteers for their hard work in saving the library from closure.
Volunteers have been running the library since May 2014 so it was agreed that, with the
Friends ceasing, a new group would be formed to take over the management in partnership
with Surrey Community Libraries Services starting in early 2017. Behind the scenes, the
process has begun and the formalities are underway.
Meanwhile at the library itself borrowers and visitors will receive the same warm welcome
and we look forward to seeing lots more local residents as well as those from further afield.
Please do pop in and see what’s on offer!
Not only can you select from a varied selection of fiction and non-fiction books for adults,
teenagers and children - including the latest bestsellers - but there are also DVDs and audio
books. With free Wi-Fi you can use your own laptop, tablet or smartphone and there are
also 2 public computers in our quiet non-fiction area - ideal for checking your emails or
studying. And, as a Surrey library member, you can access free resources such as family
history and reference websites. Or after a walk in the park why not come and read the
newspapers? You never know who you might meet!
There are fun Rhymetime sessions every Wednesday at 2pm in the children’s library and
we host a Book Club which meets regularly. Join in! And look out for other activities such
as the craft club / mosaic workshop which take place on days when the library itself is
closed. You might even want to think of hiring a room for a modest charge to start up your
own group - a Scrabble club? A sewing circle? Or maybe you want to try a jigsaw challenge?
And we’re always keen to recruit new volunteers - you only need to offer a few hours per
week and it’s a great way to make friends.
Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10am - 5pm and Saturday 10am - 4pm.
Do come and see us!
ADVANCE NOTICE Keep your eyes peeled for news of our ever popular
‘Easter Eggstravaganza’ in April LOTS OF FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY
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DANETREE PRIMARY SCHOOL
In response to the last newsletter item, Councillors Clive Smitheram and Jan Mason
were invited to meet with the head teacher at Danetree School. It was a productive meeting and Mr Broad has responded with the following item which we are pleased to reproduce in full.
Mr Broad says
“It is an exciting time for Danetree as we build upon our success as a
junior school and transition to become a primary school; we are looking forward to the opening of our new building in September.
Having listened to local residents’ concerns and liaised with local
councillors, we understand the frustrations about traffic congestion
and parking. I would like to share some of the proactive steps the
school has taken recently to attempt to provide solutions:
Since September 2016, we have changed the way parents access the
school site, with parents now dropping off at the school gates in the morning rather than
parking up and coming on to the school site with their children. This has reduced the number of parents needing to park in the vicinity of the school. We will continue to review access arrangements once our new building is open.
1. To aid access to the building site for the new infant building there has been a temporary
haulage road installed on the school site to reduce the impact on the local community.
2. We have recently advertised for a crossing patrol person (previously known as a lollipop person) to help pupils cross the road safely in the mornings. I hope this will give
parents additional confidence in their child’s safety and reduce the need for parking.
3. As a part of our primary expansion, we will increase the number of cycle and scooter
racks, encouraging children to cycle/scoot to school, again in an attempt to reduce the
number of parents driving children to school.
4. For those parents that do feel the need to transport their child by car, we regularly remind our parents to park respectfully and active encourage them to use the car park in
King George’s Recreation Ground in Poole Road, as a ‘park and stride’ initiative.
5. We reward children that do walk to school with badges and stickers to also serve as an
additional incentive.
The immediate area surrounding any school always faces the challenges of the morning and
afternoon school run. However, we see the change to primary status as a long awaited opportunity to make some positive changes to the infrastructure in the local area. Not only
will Surrey County Council undertake some works to improve traffic management and
parking around the school, we expect a reduction of traffic in the area in the longer term
as Ewell Grove Infant, West Ewell Infant and Danetree all become primary schools and
families no longer need to travel between infant and junior schools. This transition will
start in September 2017 when Danetree will admit only one Year 3 class as opposed to the
usual 4 classes, as children will move to Year 3 classes at West Ewell Infant and Ewell
Grove Infant.

I hope it is helpful for residents to hear about the initiatives that we have underway; we
welcome any further suggestions from members of the local community who can contact
the school office at info@danetreeschool.org"
James Broad, Headteacher
As the Ward and County Councillors, we will be monitoring progress with interest,
meanwhile meetings with other agencies are being arranged. Clive and Jan
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PARKS PATROL RANGER SERVICE
Did you know that Epsom and
Ewell Borough Council has a
‘Parks Patrol Ranger Service’
to look after our vast green
open spaces? Well, the answer
is ‘Yes’ and in fact, there are
eight patrol rangers, a dedicated maintenance ranger and
another ranger who is nominated as a Liaison Officer.
They work seven days a week
in two shift patterns and are
responsible for locking up
eleven parks each night, four sites where there are pavilion buildings and also the cemetery in Ashley Road. Including our open spaces, they patrol on a daily basis a total of
forty eight different locations. This not only provides a uniformed presence in the Borough, but risk assessments of playgrounds/open spaces, reporting of defects/issues found
whilst on patrol, onsite maintenance and putting items of equipment out of action that is
found to be unsafe. They also work and communicate with many other authorities and
Council departments to ensure that all of our parks and open spaces are safe for use.
Additionally, the rangers attend and assist at many of the Council run events throughout
the year to include, the Nonsuch Awareness Day, Sports Days and topical Road Shows, that
are designed to help make our residents aware of important changes coming up. Not surprisingly, they also tackle any anti-social behaviour encountered and work closely with
Surrey Police, ensuring that our facilities are kept in good order for us all to use.
On the messier side of things, our rangers get involved in regularly emptying litter bins,
general maintenance and also the removal of dead animals; such as wild foxes, deer and
badgers, which mostly get struck by traffic whilst attempting to cross our busy roads. The
rangers also ensure the safety of our wildlife and abandoned animals, including domestic,
wherever possible. A truly thankless task, especially when faced with an injured growling
wild animal, who will see the ranger as the person to take a nice big chunk out of. Interestingly, our rangers also work with boats and can often be seen dressed in waders attending
the many water sources we have, in order to clean them out. On Epsom Common, they
will often help out with the cattle checks and rounding-up of any escaped livestock into the
surrounding areas, as well as undertaking conservation work and other projects, to include
the Green Flag Awards and Community Litter Picks.
So, please be kind to our rangers if you meet one, whilst out walking, running or riding,
even if they are to their arms in all sorts of mud and muck. As they are there to help preserve the open spaces/parks that we all get to enjoy, and perhaps, take for granted.
Councillor Keith Partridge
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COMMUNITY NEWS
WEBBER WEDNESDAYS
The following events take place in the Webber Hall
adjacent to All Saints Church.
All are welcome.
Please contact the WERRA Sec if you would like more information
Getting Crafty.
An opportunity to bring your craft activity, to learn or share a skill
Wednesdays15th March, 19th April, 17th May, 21st June
at 2.30pm and/or 7.30 for 2 hours.
Cake & Company.
Make friends and enjoy being with others on
Wednesday 29th March, 26th April, 25th May and 28th June
2.30 to 4.30pm

*****
COUNTRYSIDE GUIDED WALKS
For information, contact the Countryside Team on 01372 732000, email
contactus@epsom-ewell.gov.uk or visit the Events Section at www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk
*****
BOURNE HALL MUSEUM HISTORICAL GUIDED WALKS
For these walks and all other Bourne Hall Museum events, contact
David Brooks 020 8394 1734, email dbrooks@epsom-ewell.gov.uk
or visit www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk
*****
EWELL COURT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
BINGO CLUB
Last Thursday of each month - 2 to 4 pm.
(For more information ring Louise on 020 8224 5522)
*****

Please support our advertisers,
and tell them that you saw their advert
in the WERRA Newsletter.
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
FULFORD ROAD, WEST EWELL, SURREY, KT19 9QZ

OUR TWO HALLS
ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Wedding Receptions
Birthday Parties
Anniversary Celebrations.
Meetings etc.
For further information and details contact:Hall Manager - Peter Turner, Tel 020 8393 2723
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Advertise Here!
Circulated to over
5000 households
Full Page-£120
Half Page-£60
Qtr. Page-£40
Small Ad-£20
Block Bookings (full year)
-Special Rates

Contact

Sheila Martin
(020 8224 8872) or
Gill Smitheram
(020 8224 9226)

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Thank you to those who have already paid their 2017 subscription.
To pay your subscription for 2016, the forms below or overleaf may be used.
If you would like someone to collect your subscription, please phone 020 8224 9226
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WERRA SUBSCRIPTION 2017
NAME (BLOCK CAPS) ………………………………………..…….................

Address………………………………….……………………….......................
Postcode…………...Tel No …………….....……Email ………..............................
I enclose the sum of £……… (minimum £2 per household)
(Please make cheques payable to WERRA)
Signed………………………................…….Date……………………
Please return this form to: Jan Partridge, 12 McKenzie Way, KT19 7ND
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MOT’S SERVICING AND REPAIRS FOR
CARS, VANS, MINIBUSES AND MOTOR HOMES

10% Discount
on production of this advert
for any new customers

020 8394 2847
www.elmwoodvehicles.co.uk

278 Kingston Road
Ewell, Epsom, KT19 0SH
!

(at rear of Jet Petrol Station)

Standing Order for WERRA Subscription

(Please complete this section in full and post it to your Bank)

To……………………………...Bank/Building Society
Address……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………....................................................................
Please pay to Barclays Bank plc, 84 High Street, Epsom, KT19 8BH For the account of West Ewell and Ruxley RA. A/C No 73725537 Sort Code 20-29-90
The sum of £………. (words)………………………….......................................
commencing …………………and thereafter,
every……2 January……. until ………………………. or until further notice.
Signed……………………………………………………………………………
Name of a/c holder (in caps)………………………………………....................
Address……………………………………………………………......................
No. of a/c to be debited ………………..........Sort code …………………………
Reference (name and first line of address )

……………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………
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Alan Greenwood & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com
A Personal and Caring 24hr Service
Latest Jaguar or Mercedes
Hearses and Limousines
Very competitive charges
Home visit arrangements
Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Memorials and Monumental Masonry

425 Kingston Road, Ewell, Surrey. KT19 0BT.
Tel: 020 8786 7476
83 High Street, Ewell Village, Surrey. KT171RX
Tel: 020 8393 0197
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